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Our Apologies
On Show Day a number of individuals and families 
purchased Gidge Ag Society memberships, but 
an error on our part meant there were no forms 
at the gates to capture their details.
If you purchased an Ag Society membership 

79th Gidge Show - What a ripper!

on Show Day please contact groundspace@
gidgeagsociety.com.au with your purchase 
evidence (a screenshot of the transaction on 
Show Day will suffi  ce) and we will forward you 
the membership form to complete the process.  
Please accept our apologies for this oversight.
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Gidgegram December Deadline 25 November 2025 - Distribution 2 December 2025
To place an advertisement, please download and complete the 2025 Gidgegram Advertising Booking Form from

the Advertising Schedule Page on the gidgegannup.info/gidgegram website.
To submit an article or photographs, please contact David Palmer on 0417 097 825 or email art@greenmangraphics.com
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THE 79th Annual Gidgegannup Show was a ripper, with 
record crowd numbers and a lot of feedback suggesting 
it was one of the most successful Gidge shows in living 
memory.  We are very proud that our new committee 
achieved such an excellent outcome and I thank each and 
every committee member for their hard work in the lead up 
to, on and after Show Day.
OVER 6,000 people came through the gates on what 
turned out to be a perfect October day.  Such was the 
attendance that some vendors ran out of food!  Everyone 
I talked to on the stalls had a successful and profi table 
event.  The entertainment schedule had something for 
everyone and kept the crowd involved all day.
PRIOR to Show Day, using timber donated by the 
community, the Section 95 inmates from Wooroloo Prison 
Farm rolled up their sleeves to help us refurbish the Show-
grounds bar for the community to gather around again.  It 
was fantastic to see a lot of local faces had come back to 
the bar to enjoy the social aspects of Show Day.
WE have already started planning our 80th Annual Gidge 
Show with some exciting plans in the pipeline – so stay 
tuned via the Gidgegram for updates!

The Gidge Ag Society Committee thanks everyone 
involved in the production of this year’s Show.
Particular thanks go to:
Our amazing team of volunteers
K&M Billing Livestock
Affi  tto Equipment Solutions 
Gidgie Skips and Recycling
Statewide Security
Gidge Rec Centre
East and West Gidge Volunteer Fire Brigades
Pat Harding
WA Farrier’s Association 
Bullsbrook Poultry Club
WA Cadet Group
Kalamunda Girls Brigade
The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Swan
Section 95 inmates and staff  at Wooroloo Prison Farm
The Vibe Gidgegannup

Alison Archer
President

President : Alison Archer
Snr Vice President :Emily Bradley
Jnr Vice President : Kerry Billings

Secretary : Valerie Forrest
Treasurer: Kay Williamson

Groundspace : Gavin Brown & Joanne Metcalf
Gidgegram : David Palmer

GAS COMMITTEE 2025

From the President...

The annual Gidge Show gives our community an 
opportunity to develop a sense of belonging and a 
chance to showcase what we have to off er both

locals and visitors. A large membership is
vital to keep this event on the map.

The 2026 committee will have a lot to do and
fi nding new members to support us is a priority,

so if you have a few hours to spare,
please become a member or renew your
membership and let the committee know.

Join up
become a member
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PROPOSED SAFETY BARRIERS O’BRIEN ROAD
Latest correspondence from City:
 AS mentioned previously, this project has not been 
developed in isolation.  The proposed barrier locations 
were identifi ed after careful consideration of factors such 
as crash history, road geometry, roadside hazards, risk 
assessments, and access requirements.
 THE barriers are not being installed “just in case”, but in 
direct response to a documented history of crashes along 
O’Brien Road, including a fatality in 2021. There have 
been 23 reported crashes in the past fi ve years (and likely
more unreported incidents, as residents have noted).  
Specifi cally following the 2021 fatality, a motorcycle safety 
audit was undertaken.  That audit recommended reviewing 
signage and installing safety barriers in identifi ed high-risk 
sections of O’Brien Road.
 IF WE fail to act and another serious crash or fatality
occurs, the question will rightly be asked:  why did the 
City do nothing since 2021?  Not acting would represent 
a breach of the City’s duty of care and could be seen as 
gross negligence.
 THE project has been approved by Council and has 
also received both State and Federal Black Spot funding.  
Therefore, there are expectations that the projects get 
delivered.
 OUR Councillors have consulted with City re changes to 
the plan, which have been suggested by residents. 

CITY OF SWAN REVIEW OF UV RATES AND RATE 
AND REVENUE PLAN 2025/26
 THIS item will come before Council on December 10, 
Agenda Forum (when deputations can be made) December 
3, 2025.
 THE general reaction appears to be that the change from 
UV to GRV is not supported.  The community point out that 
we have very few of the amenities that urban and suburban 

Gidgegannup Progress Association Update
areas enjoy and most people don’t want them. 
 IT WOULD be extremely diffi  cult and expensive to provide 
these amenities.  The community also maintain the rural 
ambience of the area.  They control weeds, do fi rebreaks, 
tidy verges, fence off  water courses, carry out bushfi re 
mitigation measures, provide their own water storage, 
most manage power outages by having generators.  We 
don’t have footpaths or street lighting and we, to a certain 
extent, maintain our recreation areas.  In times of emergency 
we clear the roads so traffi  c can get through.  Our Place 
Offi  ce was closed down a few months ago.  The list is 
endless!! 
 FOR MORE information on attending Agenda Forums – 
the link is: https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/city-and-council/
your-council/public-participation

INTERIM RATE NOTICES
 THE City of Swan has issued 650 Interim Rate Notices 
to residents, 200 of them being to Gidgegannup.  Some 
of these are not insignifi cant.  Residents are querying the 
issuing of these notices and the GPA have written accord-
ingly to the City : https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/valua-
tions/valuations-for-rates-and-taxes/unimproved-value/
 IT APPEARS that the attached chart extracted from Land-
gate’s site (see above link) states that the Date of Valuation 
for rates to be charged for the 2025/26 year was the 1 
August 2024.  Surely this valuation should have been 
reported to the City well before the rate was set, so why is 
there an Interim rate notice?
 WHEN did the City receive the valuations from Landgate 
and what Date of Valuation was the date that the General 
rate was based on?
 THERE seems to be little clarity as to dates and valua-
tions and the reason for an interim rate.  The community 
needs more information than that.  Our Councillors are 
raising queries with City staff . 

RUBBISH ON TOODYAY ROAD
 THE Community are concerned at the amount of rubbish 
on the Toodyay Road verges and the GPA wrote to the 
Minister, copied to our MLA Michelle Maynard.  We have 
now received a response from Main Roads with measures 
they have taken to address this problem.  They monitor the 
area, Variable Message Boards have been placed on both 
sides of the road in Gidgegannup urging people to secure 
their loads with a $1,000 fi ne messaging.  A litter collection 
for Toodyay Road was planned in October 2025 and this 
has been carried out.   
 SPECIFIC incidents can be reported to Main Roads on 
138 486 or via email HeavyVehicleIntelligence@main-
roads.wa.gov.au and supporting evidence is requested if 
possible - photographs, time,               ...continued on page 6
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 THE Gidgegannup Community Website - gidgegannup.
info has been providing information about our community 
for over 20 years.  It was originally written in “html” web-
site code and had been upgraded several times over the 
years.  Unfortunately with many changes in software and 
complexity, the website had become increasingly unstable 
and diffi  cult to update over the last year or two.
 AS A result, a simpler new version has been created over 
the last few months with much support, hard work and time 

put in by Alan Stuart and Peter Jensen, local community 
members, and with a very much appreciated grant from the 
Bendigo Mundaring Community Bank.  The new version 
of the website has now gone live (as of 30 October 2025) 
and hopefully will serve the community well for years 
to come.
 IT IS more colourful, easier to maintain and use, but retains 
the same top menu structure which we hope will make 
fi nding information easier to transition for regular users.

THE Gidgegannup Community Website - gidgegannup.info
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www.swan.wa.gov.au

Share your vision on 
the Tourism Plan

HAVE YOUR SAY 

The City of Swan is developing a comprehensive 
Tourism Plan to set our strategy for growing and 
strengthening the City’s visitor economy over the next 
five years. We’re inviting all community members, 
visitors and business owners to provide their feedback 
on the draft plan.

To view or download the draft plan and 
provide your feedback, scan the QR code 
below by Monday, November 10, 2025.
www.swanengage.com/draft-tourism-plan

0023BATS-2025

 THE CITY of Swan has released its draft Tourism Plan 
2025–2030, setting a clear direction for strengthening the 
local visitor economy over the next fi ve years – and is 
inviting the community to have its say.
 TOURISM plays a vital role in the City’s economic, cultural 
and environmental fabric.  From the nationally recognised 
Swan Valley – Australia’s second-oldest wine region – to 
heritage precincts such as Guildford and Midland and 
nature-based escapes in Gidgegannup, Bullsbrook and 
Brigadoon, the City off ers a wide range of diverse visitor 
experiences. 
 TOURISM also embraces the community as a shared 
experience that benefi ts the local economy, culture and 
environment.  The City’s Tourism Plan aims to set out a 
fi ve-year vision on how to respond to emerging tourism 
trends and aims to ensure growth remains sustainable, 

...continued from page 4
date, location, direction of travel, license plate numbers.         

STATE OF ROADS
 THANK you for your enquiry to report the subsiding road 
surface along Toodyay Road between the Red Hill Waste 
Management Facility (EMRC) and the Old Toodyay Road 
entrance (southbound) in Gidgegannup.
 PLEASE be advised that extensive pavement repair 
works are planned along Toodyay Road, from Roe High-
way to Lilydale Road (east of Gidgegannup).  These works 
form part of our annual works program and are scheduled 
to take place between January 2026 and April 2026.
 YOU ARE encouraged to continue directing all enquiries 
in the fi rst instance to the All hours Main Roads Customer 
Information Centre on 138 138 or via its website at 
www.mainroads.wa.gov.au for required registration and 
allocation to the relevant personnel for further handling.

TIP PASSES
 APPEARS to be some confusion over the distribution of 
tip passes.  Given that Gidgegannup has no verge collec-
tion, these passes are essential for many residents.
 A FEW years ago the community was asked whether they 
wished to have verge collection.  Feeling was that this 
would be an eyesore, on rural roads, pose a risk to native 
animals and generally unacceptable in rural areas.  
 ACCORDINGLY the City confi rmed that they would be  
continuing the tip pass distribution after the implementation 
of a bin service.  Residents needed to apply to the City and 
could pick up their passes at the Place Offi  ce.
 NOW we have no Place Offi  ce, it appears that tip passes 
are posted out.  Unfortunately some packages are not 
addressed correctly and people have not received their 
passes although the City claims they have been posted 
and ask for a replacement fee of $73.  Newcomers to the 
area are not aware that they can apply.
 THE system does not appear to be working in many cases, 
so it needs to be fi xed.  It might be an idea to ask the 
community how/if they want this service to continue and 
notify the community that there is such a service.  This 
could easily be done with rate notice.

LOCAL ELECTIONS
 CONGRATULATIONS to Charlie Zannino for being 
re-elected as our Ward Councillor and also as Deputy 
Mayor.  It will be great to have his common sense approach 
at our meetings and at Council.

THE CITY of Swan has released its draft Tourism Plan 2025–2030
balanced and inclusive.
 THE CITY is encouraging feedback on the draft Tourism 
Plan - on its strengths, what might be missing and how the 
City can best support local tourism.  All contributors will be 
entered into a draw to win one of two $100 Swan Valley 
Gift Cards.
 TOURISM Plan 2025-2030 can be downloaded and feed-
back provided at www.swanengage.swan.wa.gov.au/
draft-tourism-plan.
 DEADLINE for feedback is 11.59pm on Monday 10 
November 2025.
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Note – you can access this article, much 
more easily access the links, and view 
previous editions via the Gidgegram 

electronic edition -  https://gidgegannup.info/gidgegram/ 
Important dates -
 NOTE that the dates below may be amended due to seasonal 
conditions. YOU need to check closer to the time – you 
can also register for SMS notifi cations from your Local 
Govt through the links below: 
City of Swan
• Restricted Burning Time - ends 30th Nov
• Prohibited Burning Time - 1st Dec to 31st Mar
• Firebreaks/asset protection zones to be compliant - 1st    
  Nov to 30th April
• For further info: https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/services
  -and-community/emergency-management/burning-restri
  ctions-and-permits-to-burn 
Shire of Toodyay
• Prohibited Burning Time – ends 8th Mar 
• Firebreaks/asset protection zones to be compliant – 1st   
  Nov to 30th April
• For further info https://www.toodyay.wa.gov.au/resident
-services/fire-information/fire-restrictions-and-permits.
aspx
New BOM Website
 INTRODUCED late October, with quite a few issues/dif-
fi culties being reported and mostly VERY negative feed-
back from users. The relevant Minister has directed BOM 
to address and resolve the concerns provided in feedback.
 For the short term at least you can access the previous 
version which still works via the link  https://reg.bom.gov.
au/wa/index.shtml
WHEN planning for Bush Fire, assume the worst, how-
ever you can really make a diff erence to your chances of 
survival, by being prepared. Best sources of info include 
the DFES website https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/hazard-in-
formation/bushfi re , your local Govt websites, and your 
local Brigades and Bush Fire Ready groups. Another great 
local initiative is the “Technical Tips” published on the East 
Gidgegannup VBFB facebook page.
LESSONS/ANALYSIS from major bush fi re emergencies
are relevant here. A prime example is the 2009 Victorian 
Black Saturday fi res with 173 deaths which were the subject 

of signifi cant coronial enquiry. Some common themes 
contributing to deaths across this and many other major 
“killer” bush fi res are listed below.
GOING to or remaining in higher risk areas despite 
advance forecasts and warnings. Examples include hiking 
in bush areas, national parks etc, or residents/visitors 
remaining in higher risk areas when they and their 
properties or locations were not VERY well prepared to 
stay and defend. 
RELYING on getting a warning once a bush fi re starts
- no matter how well designed best assume that the 
systems will fail, or that warnings will arrive too late – you 
may only get “natural” warnings – eg smoke and embers!
LEAVING it too late to evacuate, including people being 
trapped where they were staying, or on roads and other escape 
routes by direct fire impact and/or fallen trees, traffic 
accidents due to thick smoke etc. Relying on evacuation 
as the main component of your fi re plan is setting yourself 
up for failure.  
ASSUMING you will get timely help – especially with larger 
and fast moving fi res. Resources are limited, a typical 
residence to volunteer fi re truck ratio in our rural/semi rural 
areas is one volunteer brigade truck for every 150 house-
holds. They also take time for crews to travel to the station 
and to get rolling. While resources from other areas are 
usually mobilised,                               ...continued on page 8

Fire News and Advice - October 2025

• All Mechanical Repairs
• All Auto Electrical
• All Servicing Including Log Book
• TRX Towing and Breakdown
• Nation Wide Warranty

Phone: 0404 872 195 Gidge Wizard Mechanical 139 Brompton Heights, Gidgegannup
WA 6083

@gidgewizard|
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 ...continued from page 7
they will usually take longer, and they may be coping with 
their own fi res at the same time and be unavailable. 
Owners of private fi re units may be of help, but they may 
also be dealing with their own fi res!
POORLY located houses – radiant heat or even direct 
fl ame contact setting fi re to the structure or shattering 
windows allowing fl ame and/or ember entry which in turn 
impacts highly fl ammable furnishings etc. Having a fully 
compliant Asset Protection Zone reduces that risk, but 
doesn’t eliminate it.
POORLY designed and prepared houses – allowing 
embers to set fi re to the houses even when surrounded by 
clearer areas. You cannot stop embers from impacting in a 
bushfi re, what you can do is reduce the likelihood that they 
will set fi re to your house. A majority of house losses are 
due to ember attack, not direct fl ame contact. Once a fi re 
has gotten inside the roof or other part of the structure the 
chance of being able to save that house is greatly reduced 
– and one of your lifelines is gone!
SHELTERING in the wrong part of the house, eg base-
ment or bathroom etc with no direct exit outside. The house 
can provide protection from the killer intense radiant heat 
as the fi re front impacts, but if the house subsequently 
catches fi re you have to be able to get out.
NOT HAVING a fallback position –  if you have to get out 
of the house you need somewhere nearby and safer to go 
within walking distance (your car may be gone), eg to a 
clear or already burnt area, dam etc. 
HAVING a poorly designed or poorly located fi re refuge  – 
not much use if you can’t easily get to it by walking across 
safe ground, or if it is too near something else which will 
burn, including your house, or if it is poorly designed/
equipped  for surviving the most intense fi res and thick 
toxic smoke. A steel shipping container or shed may under 
some circumstances just function as a large camp oven! 
INADEQUATE protective clothing - a prime example 
is non heat resistant footwear which falls apart on hot 
ground, leaving those people eff ectively unable to walk 
due to severe burns - they are likely to die where they fall! 
THIS especially includes people who have to get out of a 
burning house or who become trapped during evacuation. 
Joggers, elastic sides etc are a recipe for disaster, only 
well designed leather heat resistant boots give you at least 
some chance – along with other non fl ammable protective 
clothing, gloves, smoke mask etc.
FAILURE or ineff ectiveness of protection systems, eg. 
pumps, plumbing, roof sprays etc due to heat, wind, and 
fi re impact – and in some cases poor maintenance includ-
ing checking for nest building insects blocking up spray 
nozzles. Ferocious winds associated with intense fi re 
fronts can aff ect the spray pattern so much that sprinkler/
deluge systems are ineff ective.
TOXIC FUMES – especially from furnishings and other 
synthetic materials which may in themselves prove fatal. 
A SMOKE mask will NOT protect you from those fumes. 
Intense bush fi re smoke not only reduces visibility but 
makes it very diffi  cult to breathe leaving you unable to 
properly function, or in some cases leaving you totally in-
capacitated.
HAVING vulnerable people there – including children. An 
example might be a fi t and capable couple who believe 
they are suffi  ciently prepared to defend their home and 
family, but one or both are partly or wholly inhibited from 
doing that by coping with panicking children.

           Gidgegannup
Recreation Club News
 THE Alan Lockwood room and Pavilion are available to 
hire for your special event.  All booking enquiries can be 
done by email to bookings@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au
or contact Carey on 0409 108 046, secretary@gidgean-
nuprecclub.com.au
New committee members welcomed. 
 PLEASE contact Mike Blackie or Carey Stewart for details. 
Bookings Co-ordinator required.  If you think you would 
be able do this or know someone who may be interested, 
please contact Carey Stewart 0409 108 046.
 TO keep up to date with the Club’s latest news you can 
check out our Facebook page.
COMING EVENTS
AGM:  Monday 10 November in the Pavilion.
Indoor Bowls Night:  Wednesday 5 December.
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TRACTORS 25-140HP

UTVS & ZERO-TURN MOWERS 24-25HP

TRACTORS, 
UTVS AND NOW
ZERO-TURN 
MOWERS...
What seat will you take?

CALL CHRIS 0447 710 056  
1 1 2  WA N D E N A  R D,  M U C H E A  WA  6 5 0 1              

www.cdtractors.com.au

...PTO - Power Take Off
 THIS month a bit about PTO shafts and the bad news 
that there’s no easy way to fi t them but you can make it 
as easy as possible.  Whilst there are several quick hitch 
methods for the Three Point Linkage, no such thing exists 
for the PTO. 
 FOR the uninitiated, PTO stands for Power Take Off  - the 
shaft that drives an implement from the rear of the tractor.  
Even with years of experience, I still turn the air blue with 
my vocabulary and usually end up bleeding profusely when 
trying to get the shaft on to the spline with a big safety guard 
determined to take lumps out of the back of my hands, so 
next time you’re faced with this task, be assured you’re not 
the only one who has trouble with it! 
 ALTHOUGH sorely tempted to do so, please don’t remove 
the safety guards as they’re there for a reason.  If you have 
a shaft without a guard, please purchase one – they’re 
available for most modern PTO shafts.  
 TO MAKE things as easy as possible, ensure the shaft 
on the back of the tractor is clean and not rusty;  ideally 
it should have a little cover on it to keep it clean.  If needed, 
some degreaser and emery paper or a wire brush will 
generally clean off  any rust.  Then apply some grease, 
your best friend in this situation, and do the same with the 
internal end of the shaft to be connected.  By holding the 
spring button down fi rmly, it should slide on with little eff ort.  
If the release button is stiff , a spray with WD40 will usually 
free it up. 
 WITH the implement attached and the shaft connected, 
carefully operate the linkage and raise the implement 
while watching the telescopic part of the shaft.  At no point 
should it close to less than 75mm remaining of the telescopic 
movement, fully raised, fully lowered or any point in between.  
Quite often these shafts have to be shortened as they only 
come in a few standard lengths.  This is a relatively simple 
process but there’s a procedure for doing it.  It’s not just 

a matter of cutting a bit off  one end and I can email you 
instructions if you contact me. 
 ONCE the shaft is on and running, keep well away from 
it.  Never go near it unless it’s completely stopped and 
ideally lowered to the ground and the engine off .  Safety is 
paramount at all times.  If it takes you a few minutes longer 
to do the job, it’s still a lot better than sitting in the hospital 
emergency waiting room or worse!  

Give me a call if you have 
any doubts about your PTO 

equipment.

Chris, CD Tractors
0447 710 056



 THE creativity and ingenuity of local rural artists was 
recognised at the fourth Australian Rustic Farm Art Awards.
 THE awards, run by the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society 
with the support of the City of Swan, were presented at the 
2025 Gidgegannup Show on October 25.
 THE awards were established in 2022 to provide a creative 
outlet for the Perth Hills community after the devastating 
Wooroloo bushfi re.
 INDUSTRY judges Lee Potter and Dee Robinson 
assessed 28 works of art made of scrap metal, broken 
machinery parts, timber and other farm-related materials 
to fi t this year’s theme Heritage of the Hills.
 LEIGH SHERSBY won the $3500 Bendigo Community 
Bank Mundaring Overall Award and the Gidgegannup 
Agricultural Society People’s Choice Award for his sculpture 
Bluey.
 JUDGES commended the “expert balance in both form 
and concept, blending strength and delicacy with remark-
able skill.”
 GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE AWARDS
• The Gidgegannup Agricultural Society, in partnership with 
the City of Swan, is proud to present the Australian Rustic 
Farm Art Awards, an outdoor exhibition of sculptures on 
display at the Gidgegannup Agricultural Show 2025.
• The Awards were established in 2022 to provide a creative 
outlet for the Perth Hills community after the devastating 
Wooroloo bushfi re.
• Now in its fourth year, the Rustic Farm Art Awards is a 
celebration of the creativity and ingenuity of rural Australians.
• Sculptures must fit within the genre of Farm Art/
Assemblage.  This genre describes artworks made from 
scrap metal, broken-up machinery, timber and other 
farm-related materials.
• From June - October community were invited to take part 
in a free public program of sculpture workshops and talks 
with local artists Lee Potter and Dee Robinson.
• A total prize pool of $6,000 was generously sponsored by 
Community Bank Mundaring, CWA Gidgegannup, RNA 
Fabrications, Michelle Maynard MLA & Dr Parwinder 
Kaur MLC.
INDUSTRY JUDGES
Lee Potter – A self-taught steel artist, Lee has been 
sculpting in metal for over three decades from his studio in 
Midland.  His journey began with crafting candelabra and 
interior objects, eventually leading to his fi rst exhibition in 
the 1990s.  Today, his work spans sculptures, furniture, 
and water features, blending steel, copper, and other 
metals into striking compositions.

The 79th Gidge Show
Affi  liated with theAffi  liated with the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society (Inc)

Dee Robinson – Best known for her business Metal Garden 
Sculptures, Dee describes herself as an upcycling artist, 
combining her lifelong love of gardening, creating, and 
white smithing.  She transforms old, corrugated iron, pre-
loved Colorbond and discarded farming tools into unique, 
sustainable garden art;  no two pieces are ever the same.

AWARD WINNERS & JUDGES COMMENTS
$3,500 Bendigo Community Bank Mundaring overall 
award
AWARDED to Leigh Shersby for his sculpture ‘Bluey’.  

This exceptional sculpture achieves expert balance in 
both form and concept, blending strength and delicacy 
with remarkable skill.  Through exquisite workmanship, it 
unites heritage symbols like the railway line and farmer’s 
pick with the iconic beauty of the Fairy Wren, creating a 
deeply resonant and visually compelling piece.

Leigh Shersby for his sculpture ‘Bluey’.  photographer Kia Bako

10   November 2025
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$1,000 Michelle Maynard MLA & Dr Parwinder Kaur 
MLC Youth Award
 AWARDED to Dyllon Church for his artwork ‘The 
Butterfl y’.  Artists aged 15-25 were eligible to receive this 
Award.  In evaluating the winner of this Award, our Judges 
commented:  This ambitious sculpture impresses with its 
large scale and confi dent construction, remarkable for a 
young artist. The well-balanced base and inventive use 
of farm materials, especially the spark plug legs, show 
creativity and strong craftmanship.

$1,000 RNA Fabrications Local Artist Award
Awarded to Heather Barrett for her sculpture ‘Country 
Women’.  Only artists residing in the City of Swan were eli-
gible for this Award.  The Judges commented:  this artwork 
immediately captured our attention with its inventive use of 
everyday materials sourced from the home and shed.  It’s 
a powerful and rewarding tribute to the hardworking wom-
en of rural Australia – rich in detail and full of surprises 
each time you look.

The 79th Gidge Show
Affi  liated with theAffi  liated with the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society (Inc)

photograph by Kia Bako photographs by Kia Bako



WITH Spring marching towards Summer, it’s time to get 
busy outside!  Here are some handy tips:-
• Refurb your lawn for summer.  Check your retic, get 
rid of any weeds, aerate your lawn and top dress it.  Now’s 
the time as your lawn will be putting on growth with the 
warmer weather.  
• Check your garlic!  It is getting close to harvest time 
- depending on what variety you planted, and when, the 
tops may well be yellowing and have fallen over.  Ideally, 
about a quarter of the leaves are still green.  Check on 
the bulb development -’wet garlic’ is when the bulbs are 
picked too soon.  They need to dry off  a little in the ground; 
it’s this drying off  process that allows the papery walls to 
form between the individual cloves.  By carefully digging 
around your garlic (or harvesting one plant) you can gauge 
where your crop is at.  Once harvested, don’t wash the 
bulbs; hang or place on a wire rack and allow to dry (brush 
off  the excess dirt) in an airy place out of the sun for a 
couple of weeks.
• Get your herbs going! If you’re wanting to give potted 
herbs (or potted colour) for Christmas gifts - now’s the time 
to select your pot, choose your gift, and pot it up. Look after 
it and by the time Christmas comes along it will have settled 
into its new pot, and be looking lush and lovely - ready to 
give away.  It’s the PERFECT time to plant Basil - fabulous 
companion plant and fl avour partner to your tomato crop.   
• Re-wet your soil.  If soil appears dry, ‘hard’, and/or 
hydrophobic, rewet it - use a good quality soil wetter and 
spend the time to work the water into the soil. Remember 
if if you have clay based soil, it will take a lot to rewet it as 
clay holds many times its own weight in water.  
• Mulch. Now is the perfect time to get some mulch down 
on your garden. The Water Corporation recommends using 
a chunky, coarse mulch (“one that would hurt to walk on 
with bare feet”) at a depth of about 75mm. For vegetable 
gardens, most people prefer using a straw based mulch 
(because it’s easier to use in regularly maintained gardens, 
and breaks down to add organic matter to the soil after a 
season).
• Regular watering is important to prevent stress (plants 
may drop their forming fruit) and fruit splitting from over 
watering. We can’t do much about rain at inopportune 
times of fruit growing, but we can prevent the same result 
from inconsistent watering. Blossom end rot is also a 
condition many summer vegie crops get (especially Tomatoes 
and Capsicum) - also caused by irregular watering - so 
whatever your regime is, stick to it as much as possible.  
• Thin your stone fruit - it’s tough to do, but it means 
you’ll end up with larger and better quality fruit with the 
ones you leave on the tree.  Organise your netting or exclusion 
bags now so that fruit is protected.
Plant Now
Globe artichokes, Asian greens, Basil, Beans (Snake 
beans are a heat loving variety), Beetroot, Capsicum, 
Chilli, Carrots, Celery, Choko, Cucumber, Eggplant, 
Ginger, Leek, Lettuce, Melons, Mint, Okra, Parsley, 
Parsnips, Pumpkin, Radish, Rocket, Rosella, Silverbeet, 
Spring onion, Squash, Strawberries, Sweet corn, Sweet 
potato, Tomato, Zucchini.

IN THE
NOVEMBER
GARDEN
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Saturday 22 November 2025
@10.30pm

How to recognise and
prevent Stroke

- Free Community Talk

The Gidgegannup 
Men’s Shed News

 YOU know that in Australia, a stroke occurs every 11 
minutes. In 2023, more than 34,000 Australians 
experienced a stroke for the fi rst time, but the good 
news is that over 80% of strokes can be prevented. 

GIDGE MEN’S Shed
is proud to be hosting a

StrokeFoundation StrokeSafe
Speaker on Saturday, 22

November 2025 @ 10:30am
Gidgegannup Men’s Shed,

2171 Toodyay Road,
Gidgegannup WA 6083
(at the showgrounds)

 OUR guest speaker, Katherine Jafari, is trained in public 
speaking and experienced in delivering life-saving 
information about stroke prevention and recognition. Many 
have either had a stroke themselves or are close to some-
one who has, so while they will present common information 
about stroke and its prevention, they will also draw on their 
own personal experiences so every talk is diff erent and 
very powerful.
 DON’T miss this chance to learn how to recognise the 
signs of stroke, reduce your risk, and possibly save a life, 
a friend’s, a family member’s, or even your own.
Everyone is welcome, grab a cuppa, and join us for this 
important community session!



Thompson & Redwood
cattle and sheep cubes
30kg bags $29 each

1516 Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup 6083    OPEN: Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm,
Sat 8.00am - 4.00pm, Sun 8.00am - 1.30pm

Special for the month of  November...

Simply cut out this ad & present it when purchasing cattle & sheep cubes from Gidge Rural for the month of November.

What a wonderful day it was at the 2025 
Gidgegannup Agricultural Show!  

 THE members of the Gidgegannup Country Women’s 
Association (CWA) were once again proud to be part of 
this much-loved community event, celebrating everything 
that makes our town so special. 
 OUR famous scones with jam and cream were a runaway 
success — with an incredible 21 dozen baked and sold 
throughout the day!  Many visitors also treated themselves 
to our scrumptious chocolate cake and smooth caramel 
slice, which quickly became crowd favourites.  The home-
made preserves, jams, and pickles were another highlight, 
proving as popular as ever.   Visitors also enjoyed browsing 
through our Craft Shop, where the ever-requested toys 
and tea towels sold steadily all day long. 
 WE were delighted to once again join the City of Swan 
CWA Family Space, which featured a much-loved giant 
sandpile — a hit with children (and a few adults!) who 
enjoyed a good dig in the sunshine.  This year’s Junior 
Rustic Competition was a huge success, with an out-
standing 23 entries from our talented local youngsters.  The 
creativity and enthusiasm on display were inspiring and 
brought plenty of smiles to the judges and visitors alike.  
 CONGRATULATIONS to our winner, who took home a 

family pass to Outback Splash — a fantastic prize for an 
impressive entry!  Thank you to all the participants and their 
families for contributing to such a fun and vibrant competition. 
 THANK you to everyone who stopped by to say hello, 
supported our stall, or found a bargain in our OP shop.  
Your support helps us continue our community projects and 
keeps the spirit of the Gidgegannup CWA alive and thriving.  
 IF YOU’D like to learn more about the Gidgegannup Country 
Women’s Association, we’d love to meet you!  
OUR CWA rooms are open:  Tuesdays 6.30pm-9.00pm, 
Wednesdays 10.00am-2.00pm, Fridays 10.00am-2.00pm.    
 EVERYONE IS WELCOME — there’s no age limit, and 
we’re proudly inclusive.  Children and babies are always 
welcome to come along with you. 

Come for a cuppa, a chat, and to see what we’re all about!
Thank You, Gidgegannup.

Show scones, chocolate cake, T-towels and a sand pit

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY GROUPS AND BUSINESSES. 
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Heartlands
Veterinary
Hospital

Small and Large Animals
Vaccinations and Health Checks

Xrays and Blood Tests
Medicine and Surgery

Equine Dentistry and Property Visits
Medicine and Surgery

Equine Dentistry and Property Visits

After Hours EMERGENCY 0418 264 423

Heartlands Veterinary
Hospital Toodyay

www.heartlandsvet.com.au

York 9641 1383Toodyay 9574 5055
After Hours EMERGENCY 0418 264 423

www.heartlandsvet.com.au
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 IT’S time for City of Swan’s second-hand sellers and seek-
ers to follow the Garage Sale Trail, Australia’s biggest thrifty 
treasure hunt. 
 THE Garage Sale Trail is Australia’s largest coordinated ga-
rage sale event, encouraging communities to be part of a 
national movement committed to promoting sustainability. 
 LAST year, over 400,000 Australians shopped at more than 
13,000 garage sales across two weekends in November, 
keeping more than 418 tonnes of stuff  in use and out of land-
fi ll. Australians are one of the biggest consumers of clothes in 
the world, on average buying 55 new clothing items per year. 
 RESEARCH from The Waste and Resources Action Pro-
gramme (WRAP) shows that simply extending the life of one 
item of clothing by nine months can cut its carbon, waste, and 
water footprint by 20 to 30 per cent. 
 DURING November 8-9 and 15-16, millions of pre-loved 

Australia’s biggest thrift festival: Garage Sale Trail is back
items will go up for sale, making second-hand sellers some 
money, bargain-buyers happy, and most importantly, saving 
tonnes of stuff  from landfi ll. Last year, 3,405 City of Swan 
residents hosted a garage sale and/or shopped the trail at 
over 84 events. 
 THE OUTCOME? More than fi ve tonnes of pre-loved items 
were diverted from a life in landfi ll. That’s 8,897 items sold 
or reused over two weekends, with a $40,295 resale value. 
 AS A Swan resident, it’s free to take part – and you don’t need 
a garage (or even a front yard). Anyone can get involved; you 
can sell on one day or more from home, join a local market, 
or team up with neighbours for a thrifty street party. 
 PLUS, there are tonnes of free tips, promotional materials 
and support to help you sell more. Register your sale in the 
City of Swan and support your community. Even if you can’t 
host a sale, you can shop the trail.



My Peace of Mind
(A poem by Dick Smithson)

In the hills of Gidge-Gannup
By the banks of Noble Falls,

I aimed my lonely wanderings
and walked midst nature’s halls.

Whilst in this peaceful haven,
Of unspoilt fragant air,

Contentment came & touched me,
I’d found it, be it rare.

Those green hills, high and mighty,
They stand as nature’s best,
As sun’s rays fi lter o’er them,

And shine down from their crest.

Dear friends who tread this country,
When summer days are strong,
And savage heat despairs you,

Fear not, it won’t last long.

For soon the days will soften,
And greener valleys be,

The creeks, the birds sing gaily
And blossoms forth each tree.

So friends, I trust in all you,
Treat it with care, be kind.

Destroy not what is in my heart,
You guard my peace of mind.
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City of Swan Resource Recovery Stand at this years Agricultural Show.



TONY’S TECH
Planning for the Future: 

Setting Up a Legacy Contact

 HI again, it’s Tony from Tony’s Tech Support, your local, 
plain-English tech helper here in the Hills!
 Let’s talk about something many people don’t think about 
until it’s too late: what happens to your digital life when 
you’re no longer around. It’s not the most cheerful topic, 
but it’s an important one, and thankfully, modern technology 
gives us a simple way to plan through something called a 
Legacy Contact.
 SO, what exactly is a Legacy Contact?
In simple terms, it’s a trusted person, like a close friend 
or family member, who can access parts of your online 
accounts if something happens to you. Think of it like a 
digital executor. Instead of leaving your loved ones locked 
out of your photos, emails, or important fi les, a Legacy 
Contact helps them safely manage your digital world when 
you can’t.
 FOR example, Apple lets you add a Legacy Contact to 
your iCloud account, so they can access your photos and 
data if needed. Google, Facebook, and other services 
have similar options under settings like “Inactive Account 
Manager” or “Memorialisation Settings.” It’s not about 
giving someone full access while you’re alive; it’s simply 
preparing for the future and saving your loved ones a big 
headache later on.

 HERE are a few quick tips to get started:
• Choose someone you trust completely. This is someone 

who’ll handle your information responsibly.
• Talk to them fi rst. Make sure they understand what’s 

involved and are comfortable with it.
• Write it down. Keep a small record of who your Legacy 

Contact is and which accounts you’ve updated, and put 
this in your will.

• Start small. Even setting it up on one or two main 
accounts (like Apple or Google) is a great step forward.

 SETTING up a Legacy Contact takes only a few minutes, 
but it can make a world of diff erence when the time comes.
 IF you’d like help setting up your Legacy Contact or want 
to learn more about managing your digital legacy, I’d be 
happy to walk you through it, step-by-step, no tech jargon, 
no stress.
 YOU can reach me at tony@tonystechsupport.com.au or 
0480 079 649.

Until next time,
Tony Shannon
Tony’s Tech Support
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Newly-elected City of Swan Council Members
NEWLY-elected City of Swan Council Members 
gathered at Midland Town Hall on Wednesday, 

October 22, for a swearing-in ceremony after the Local 
Government Elections held on Saturday, October 18.
 CR Charlie Zannino was elected Deputy Mayor and eight 
vacancies were filled across the City’s five wards, 
returning the Council from 13 to 15 members. 
 TWO vacancies were created by Council Member 
resignations, which took place earlier this year.
 THE Western Australian Electoral Commission reported 
that this year’s City of Swan voter participation rate was 
29.7 per cent of the 113,770 residents eligible to vote. 
 LOCAL Government Elections in Western Australia are 
held every two years on the third Saturday in October. 
THE confi rmed results are:

Altone Ward 
Jennifer Catalano – four-year term
Shaynon Dean – four-year term
Nav Kaur – two-year term.

Midland/Guildford Ward
Sarah Howlett – four-year term.

Pearce Ward
Aaron Bowman – four-year term
Maria Toquero – four-year term.

Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward
Charlie Zannino – four-year term.

Whiteman Ward
Mel Congerton – four-year term.

 COUNCIL will be responsible for progressing the City of 
Swan’s strategic direction and the initiatives in the City’s re-
cently adopted Strategic Community Plan 2025-35.
 STEPHEN Cain, City of Swan CEO, congratulated the suc-
cessful candidates on their election to Council.
 “I LOOK forward to working alongside our new and current 
Council Members as we deliver on a wide range of projects 
on behalf of our growing community,“ he said.
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Rusty Spike Fabrication 
 

Your local Gidge metal 
guy: metalwork, art & 
fabrication 
 

David Elzer   0400 394 978 
 

RustySpikeFabrication@hotmail.com 

 

 I AM very excited to tell you that an unconditional off er for 
the acquisition of Kookaburra Cinema has been accepted, 
and settlement will take place very soon.
 THE best news is that the new owner is a group of 
passionate locals, very energetic and motivated.
 IT IS envisaged that the cinema will be re-opened in 
November, albeit with a lot of work required in the interim. 
 I will be staying on in a voluntary capacity, to assist with 
the transition and provide essential training.
 THANK you for your support over the years and I hope 
you will all stay tuned for updates as the season approaches. 
 THE sponsors’ picnic tables will remain and are available 
for booking as in the past.
 (NB) Please keep an eye out for the programs on the 
stands and on the website.

Peter@Kookaburra
Phone: (08) 9397 7945
Website: www.kookaburracinema.com.au

Peter@Kookaburra.
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Don’t forget to update Community Numbers
Due to changes in telephone services and NBN connections, many people have cancelled their landlines.

If your details have changed please send new details to art@greenmangraphics.com

CWA GIDGEGANNUP
President - Mary Bennett ............................................................. 0429 080 206
Vice President - Jenny Barnes ..................................................... 0428 722 056
Secretary - Sheryn Batchelor ....................................................... 0409 985 041
Treasurer - Trish Gair ................................................................... 0421 115 135
Community Coordinator - Terrianne McDonald ...................... 0435 394 157
Email: GidgegannupCWA@outlook.com
Meets - Wed & Fri 10am - 2pm, Tues 6:30pm - 8:30pm

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karoll ...................................................................................... 0408 884 490

GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Mike Blackie ................................................................ 0447 835 938
Secretary Carey Stewart ............................................................... 0409 108 046
Treasurer Eric Moses.......................................................................
Bookings secretary@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au and
info@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Mitchell Byrne ........................................................... 0488 144 363
email: president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au
web: http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net

FOOTBALL CLUB
President Peter Whife .................................................................. 0428 747 128

GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill .................................................................... 0429 015 667
President Hayley Atwill .............................................................. 0437 688 037
Secretary Amy Tomerini............................................................... 0438 561 914

GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB
All enquiries .................................................….. gidgebasketball@gmail.com

GIDGEGANNUP MEN’S SHED
Andrew Brine - Chairperson: ...... president@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Barbara Laurin - V/President: . sponsorship@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Andrew Simpson - Treasurer: ...... treasurer@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Bruce Williams - Secretary: ............. secretary@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au

GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP ............... gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Larissa Dundon ............................................ 0407 471 400

GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP
Donna Feehan Scout Leader ............................................................ 9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leade ..................................................... 9578 3242

GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB
President Jan Lawrie ...... 0402 760 860 ...... gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Kellie McCrum .. 0437 886 014 ... gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSOCIATION
President, Cheryl Wise .................…...…………......................... 0402 410 961
Secretary, Krystal Gregorovich ...............……….................…... 0407 493 771

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB
President - Marjorie Stanger ....................................................... 0407 089 056
Secretary - Abbey Robson ............................................................ 0408 794 175
GIDGEGANNUP VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. John Tyrell ................................................................................... 9574 6262

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Chairperson: - Daryl Cooper .......................... chair@morangupmpa.com.au
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby ... lcarnaby@gmail.com ................. 0472 975 593
www.morangupmpa.com.au

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain - Jeff Venn ................................................ captainmvbfb@gmail.com
Co Secretaries .............. Kim Maddrell 0447 471 323 ..... Jan Drury 0474 550 544
Secretary - ............................................................ secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President John Morrell ............................................................... 0409 575 948
Treasurer Sam Earl ...................................................................... 0491 273 194
Secretary Gabrielle Elkins .......................................................... 08 9572 9020

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS
POLICE EMERGENCIES ........................................................................ 000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays) .................................................. 131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (anytime) ...................................................... 9250 0333
POLICE Attendance ............................................................................. 131 444
CRIME STOPPERS .................................................................... 1800 333 000

CITY OF SWAN .............................................................................. 9267 9267
Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator ........... 0427 163 317
Bushfire Recovery Team .............................................................. 0438 242 356
bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au
Total Movement and Harvest Bans .................................................. 9267 9326

FIRE EMERGENCIES .............................................................................. 000

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East
Sean Corbin ................................................................................... 0427 999 856
Callum McCrudden (Captain) ..................................................... 0427 194 003
Alisdair McCrudden .................................................................... 0407 194 261
Shane Attwood .............................................................................. 0419 961 749
Mike Edwards ............................................................................... 0417 905 150

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
Justin Skewes (Capt) .................................................................... 0439 938 133
Mark Smith ................................................................................... 0411 718 348
Steve Donnison ............................................................................ 0409 084 087
Anton Bekker ................................................................................. 0400 229 070

MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: ............................................................................ 0418 741 971
Email: morangup.subcentre@stjohnwa.com.au
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Monday and Wednesdays 8am - 4pm.

GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE
2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am - 6pm ................ 08 6147 6030

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President: Alison Archer ..................................... alison.p.archer@gmail.com
Snr Vice President: Kerry Billing .............................................
Jnr Vice President: Gavin Brown .............................................. 
Secretary: Valerie Forrest .......................... secretary@gidgeagsociety.com.au 
Treasurer: Kay Williamson ....................... treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Groundspace: Gavin & Joanne ........... groundspace@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Gidgegram: David Palmer ... art@greenmangraphics.com ...... 0417 097 825

BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS City of Swan ............. 9267 9321

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB
Kyle Crane    bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com ................. 0404 656 390

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Sally Block Chairperson .............................................................. 0418 928 549

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP
Chairperson: Penny Morgan ....................................................... 0427 747 210
Secretary: Felicity Morgan ..  gidgegannupsffd@gmail.com ..  0437 780 459
Bookings: Sally Block .................................................................. 0418 928 549

GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE
www.gidgegannup.info - Email: admin@gidgegannup.info
Chairperson: Peter Jensen ............................................................ 0402 910 707

WARD COUNCILLORS
Cr. Charlie Zannino ....... 0412 788 817..... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson .......... 0413 496 688 ..... rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
3875 Ian Symington ..................................................................... 0428 918 100
8891 Glenda Winney ................................................................... 0419 196 320
6502 Debbie Gilchrist ................................................................. 0417 184 192

COMMUNITY CHURCH
Toni Carson ........................................................................................ 9574 6014

WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
 ............................................. eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersocietywa.org.au 

RETHINK EASTLINK
Dr Jennifer Albert ....................................................................... 0423 181 401

SQUARE DANCING
Gordon & Esme Caine .................................................................. 0403 056 019
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Affi  liated with theAffi  liated with the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society (Inc)

Your Local

Tony Davies

0404 378 794

Generator changeover switches
Switchboard upgrades
RCD’s
Smoke detectors
Shed wiring

LED lighting
Horse stable wiring
Horse arena lighting
House for sale certificates
Fault finding

ELECTRICIAN

info@amdpowersolutions.com.au

EC15504EC15504

Tony Davaa ies

0404 378 794

Generator changeover switches
Switchboard upgrades
RCD’s
Smoke detectors
Shed wiring

LED lighting
Horse stable wiring
Horse arena lighting
House for sale certificates
Fault finding

info@amdpowersolutions.com.au


