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Gidgegram May Deadline 25 April 2025 - Distribution 2 May 2025

To place an advertisement, please download and complete the 2025 Gidgegram Advertising Booking Form from
the Advertising Schedule Page on the gidgegannup.info/gidgegram website.
To submit an article or photographs, please contact David Palmer on 0417 097 825 or email art@greenmangraphics.com

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY (INC)
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM FOR 2025

(WEF April 2025)

Please tick: SINGLE MEMBERSHIP D FAMILY MEMBERSHIP D

Membership runs from 1 January to 31 December in the year of application and fees are paid annually.

Full Name of AppPliCant: .......ceuvuiiiiiii i e e e e e reens
Spouse/Partner Name: ...........cieeiiiiiiiiiccirirrrss s e
Postal AdAress: .........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiisrrrr s
EMail: ...
Phone: ...
Members
Applicant to SigN: ..o —————— Fﬁgyfo/‘{my

fo the

SPOUSE/PAItNEr t0 SIGN: ..vveveveeeirerereeieieere et re e see b e e s s beseae Gidge Show

Children attending primary & secondary school are included in Family Membership.

Child 1 - Name & Date Of Birth: .....cc.coeeiiieiiieiieriieriresresressesnerassessesnsernsennsernssenssenns
Child 2 = Name & Date of Birth: .......cccoiveriiiiiiiiiiiiieriierierr s esnsesnsenns

Child 3= Name & Date of Birth: ......ccccoiveriiiriiiiiieriierinerie e esnsenssenns

If necessary, please attach additional family members’ names separately.

Annual Fees: Single: $15.00  Family: $30.00

Please forward your completed form and subscription fee to:

The Treasurer,

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society (Inc),

PO Box 22, Gidgegannup, WA, 6083.
Email: treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au

For EFT paymenton line: BSB: 633000 Account: 120250147 Reference: Your Name

Applications for membership will be considered at the earliest Committee Meeting of the Society.
Members must be financial to vote at the Annual General Meeting of the Society.

www.gidgegannup.info/gidgegannup-agricultural-society/
Queries: secretary@gidgeagsociety.com.au

You are now supporting the annual

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SHOW

“The Country Show on the City Doorstep”




The Gathering of the Birds

CWA Gidgegannup hosted The Gathering of
the Birds on Wednesday 12 March and a lovely time was
had by all.

52 “Birds” attended from the following CWA Branches.
Brookton, Bullsbrook, Forrest Darlings, Midland,
Jennacubine, Mundaring, Mt Helena/Parkerville,
Toodyay, York, Gidgegannup.

A delicious lunch of chicken and salad along with
pumpkin soup was served, followed by cake, doughnuts
and lamingtons.

We were privileged to have the City of Swan Mayor
Tanya Richardson as our special guest speaker. Tanya is
a genuine people person who cares deeply about her con-
stituents and she shared her journey through the various
stages of life which ultimately led her to becoming the first
woman Mayor of the City.

Also attending was the lovely Megan DePiazz from State
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Office who answered questions and gave us lots of
valuable information.

After lunch we conducted our meeting and each Branch
shared their planned events.

All'in all it was a very productive and enjoyable day and a
great time of friendship, sharing ideas and of course, what
we do best, eating yummy food.

Thank you to everyone who attended and for making it
a success.

An invitation is extended to all the ladies in Gidgegannup
to join us for a time of sharing ideas, friendship, laughing,
eating and doing craft. We are open Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10am - 2pm and for those who work Tuesday
nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm. During these hours our gift
shop is also opened.

Our rooms are located inside the Gidgegannup Show-
grounds.

Mary Bennett

President, CWA Gidgegannup Branch

GAS COMMITTEE 2025

President : Alison Archer
Snr Vice President :Emily Bradley
Jnr Vice President : Kerry Billing
Secretary : Valerie Forrest
Treasurer: Kay Williamson
Groundspace : Gavin Brown & Joanne Metcalf
Gidgegram : David Palmer

- )
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Fire News and Advice - April 2025

Important dates

Restricted Burning Times

Shire of Toodyay - scheduled to end 30th April 2025
City of Swan 1st December - scheduled to end 31st May
2025
—these can be subject to change due to seasonal conditions
—you need to check with YOUR Local Govt — you can also

subscribe to SMS noatifications using the links below:
For Shire of Toodyay refer to https://www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au/resident-services/fire-information/fire-restric-
tions-and-permits.aspx
For City of Swan refer to https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/ser-
vices-and-community/emergency-management/burning-
restrictions-and-permits-to-burn

Be very wary of secondary sources unless they speak
with authority eg your local brigade. All too often, especially
in this age of extensive social media people get the wrong
info by not referring to primary information sources.

When is burning NOT allowed during the Restricted
Burning Times

In both Local Govts, all burning is prohibited whether under
permit or not when a Total Fire Ban or Harvest and Vehicle
Movement Ban has been declared for that day/time — as
these are often declared at short notice, you should be
registered with your Local Govt SMS notification service —
refer to the links above on how to subscribe. Alternatively
make sure you check with your Local Govt on warmer and/
or windy days. A Bush Fire Control Officer can also direct
that burning be postponed or a fire extinguished if they
consider it inappropriate/unsafe to be carried out that day,
and a Parks and Wildlife Officer has the same power for
any burning within 3 kms of Dept of Biodiversity, Conser-
vation and Attractions managed land.  Shire of Toodyay
doesn’t allow burning on Sundays and Public Holidays,

whereas in City of Swan it is allowed on those days.

Burning Requirements/restrictions during Restricted
Burning Times

All burning during this time requires a permit issued by
your Local Govt unless specifically exempted. Refer to
links at the beginning of the article.

Early in the Restricted Burning Period permit restrictions
are usually very tight, and in some cases permits may not
be issued at all, or only for a very restricted type of
burning activity. Conditions then ease depending on seasonal
progress including rainfall.

Local govts differ in their requirements/restrictions, space
doesn’t allow getting into too many details here but see
general advice below.

Reporting unsafe or illegal burning — best do it by
dialling 000

If you see a burning activity that you feel is illegal or unsafe
report it but please apply some common sense, bearing in
mind the time of year and progress of the season. During
this time of year an increasing level of safe and legal burning
is likely to take place, especially as the season advances,
the weather cools and rainfall occurs.

Permits require all adjoining landholders to be notified
of intention to burn 4 to 28 days in advance (unless they
agree to a shorter notice period), but no obligation for
those further away. Adjoining properties are defined as
sharing a common property boundary, including across a
road, rail or stream reserve. So if you are an adjoining
landholder and you haven’t been notified of intention to
burn, the burn is illegal!

Dept of Fire and Emergency Services, and in some cases
DBCA just before lighting up, and “registered” burns will
then appear on the EmergencyWA website — however a
note of caution — at present DFES has no capacity within

Phone: 9574 6277

Email: sales@gidgerural.com.au

https://gidgerural.com.au

GIDGE RURAL FOR ALL YOUR RURAL NEEDS

Pine Poles

Pipe & Pipe Fittings
Potting Mixes, Mulches
Pumps and Pump Repairs
Pasture Seed » Supagas 45kg + 8.5kg Gas Bottles

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Fertilisers

Cements, Rapid Set Concrete
Fencing Supplies

Horse Supplements & Accessories

» Reticulation
Sand & Soils
Stockfeed
Pet Food
Hardware

1516 Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup 6083.
OPEN: Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm, Sat 8.00am - 4.00pm, Sun 8.00am - 1.30pm
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this system to filter the seasonal and day to day differing
restrictions of 140 or so local govts, so sometimes burns e ™~
are registered by residents when burning on that day is )
in fact illegal.

Getting a permit to Burn

When applying for a permit, please make sure that you
have appropriate info eg the type and size of the burn,
what safety measures eg breaks/cleared areas around

what you are burning, what means of extinguishment and Professional Groomer Over 20 yrs experience

other measures you have in case you lose control etc. For Clipping -Scissoring - Coat Stripping - Desheds - Air Con Salon.
larger and/or running fire burns a simple map and also Relaxed one on one grooming - Heated Hydrobath with Dryer
pictures of what you propose to burn also helps. In some Est. 2003 in Gidgegannup

higher level burns the FCO issuing the permit may want to Bookings call Tracy 0428 472 042

come and see for themselves. \_ www. heavenscentdog.com.au )

Most marginal cases can be resolved by negotiation with
the issuing FCO, including by reducing or changing the
scope of the burning activity, or by varying conditions on
the permit including extra limits on lighting and extinguishment
times, or limiting to days of very low risk etc. However if
a FCO ultimately refuses to issue you a permit it is an
offence under the Bush Fires Act to apply to another
individual FCO for what is essentially the same burning
activity, however you may appeal to the Local Govt CEO
or Chief Bush Fire Control Officer.

Note the permit applicant retains ultimate responsibility
for compliance, so don’t apply for a permit on behalf of
someone else — they may break the rules but you can get
penalised!

Shire of Toodyay this is done online — refer to the link
above for details.

City of Swan there are options. You can apply online
through the link above. There are 2 categories — automatically
generated for a single heap up to 5 sqm, or referred to
an FCO for anything else which may take several days
to process. In Gidgegannup you can also apply in person
at your local volunteer fire brigade station on Saturday
mornings 08:30 to 10:00. Note that permits for land east
of Stoneville and Reserve Roads you need to go to East
Gidgegannup VBFB station, for west of those roads go to
West Gidgegannup VBFB station.

What your permit obliges you to do

Essentially everything that is specified on the permit — you
agree digitally for online permits, and by signing on paper
permits that you will comply fully with all conditions. If you
don’t you are burning illegally and could be subject to an
order that the burn be extinguished immediately, permit
cancellation, and penalties especially for repeat offenders,
so make sure you fully understand them.

Escaped burns, proper extinguishment, and reignitions
Burning always carries some risk, and some burns get out
of control even if people are ...continued on page 6

.\///\. CE RURAL

CONTRACTING

Your local fencing specialists

Gidgegannup and surrounds

Farm Fencing - Equine Fencing
Chain Mesh - Cattle Yards

ﬁ @ceruralcontracting
@ info@cerural.com.au
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...continued from page 5

careful and actually comply with the restrictions.

If this happens you are better calling 000 sooner rather
than later, brigades will thank you for doing this!

Extinguish burns properly - for most of the Restricted
Burning Times a full extinguishment time will be specified,
usually midnight for exempt burning, or for permit burns as
detailed on the permit. What this means is that the burn
is completely extinguished and cold by that time NOT left
smouldering. Not complying with this requirement

A

Z
GIDGIE SKIPS

AND RECYCLING

0456 767 138

2, 3, 4, 6, 10 cubic skip bins available,
Domestic, Industrial & Commercial use
Bohcat service available, Servicing the Hills
& surrounding areas, Metal Recycling

Contact John Duncan for a quote on

0456 767 138
or john@gidgieskips.com.au

Locally owned and operated,
Efficient friendly service, 7 days a week

. ABN 70 6.54 788 784
‘Striving for a circular economy’

frequently leads to reignitions and escaped burns. A deep
layer of ash is great insulation, allowing hot glowing
embers to continue doing their thing for weeks even during
cold weather. It is not unusual for the top of this ash lay-
er to be cool to touch despite the hot spots underneath,
giving that false sense of security leading to outbreaks
when a warmer windier day occurs or the pile is disturbed,
sometimes with significant consequences.

Burning those heaps of storm debris — also generally
applies to any heaps.

As per previous article best leave this as long as possible.
Unfortunately many of the residents affected by the storms
have copped a double whammy, having also been hit by
Wooroloo 2021. However the risks this time are very dif-
ferent.

Wooroloo Fire 2021 - the heaps of debris in the fire scar
contained much very much lower proportion of fine fuels
eg leaf matter and finer twigs etc because they had largely
already been burnt. The surrounding areas were also
generally burnt during the fire with little fine fuel remaining
that could be lit by embers from the heaps.

Debris from this year’s storms —risks are a lot higher this
time, especially during autumn. Heaps will contain a much
higher proportion of fine fuels which are far more likely to
generate embers which in turn can ignite adjacent areas.
Bush fuel loads are a lot higher with bush regeneration
since the fires, especially of fairly flammable acacias, and
the significant accumulation of leaf litter and other fine
fuels due to both normal seasonal leaf drop combined with
the additional load from the leaf and finer fuel drop from
the storms. General vegetation deaths especially over the
last couple of summers add to it all. Grass paddocks aren’t
burnt away, in many cases lots of dry grass.

Other benefits of waiting also allows more complete drying,
leading to more complete and effective burning, and less
unnecessary smoke creating nuisance. Particularly if the
heaps contain larger branches, trunks, stumps etc from
live trees, these take a lot longer to dry properly and are
far less likely to be properly consumed if burnt earlier.

* All Mechanical Repairs

* All Auto Electrical

« All Servicing Including Log Book
« TRX Towing and Breakdown

* Nation Wide Warranty

Phone: 0404 872195

n Gidge Wizard Mechanical
@gidgewizard

° 139 Brompton Heights, Gidgegannup
WA 6083
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Susannah Wooroloo Catchment Group - Bird Surveys

As we are in the back end of summer

most on ground works are in pause mode

waiting for the winter rains to recommence work on the

project sites, however the monthly bird surveys conducted

in the Susannah Brook Reserve continue. With current

members performing these surveys for the past 6 years,

considerable data has been collected and recorded using

the Birdlife Australia App, performing up to 5 surveys

(dependent on the number of members attending) each
with a 20 minute duration on the day.

The group has currently identified more than 70 species
in the Reserve, which has become a popular site to visit by
bird watchers and photographers.

As the experience in bird identification grows, we are now
at a point where additional survey sites within both the Su-
sannah and Wooroloo Catchments is becoming possible,
with our Members’ Calendar planned for 2025 with several
new sites included.

Aside from getting a snap-
shot of the diverse avian
population we have in our
region, the data is of great
value as it indicates the
changes over time in sites of
revegetation and maturity of
the remnant bushland. The
other point to note is that
several species, most
likely descendants of
aviary
escapees, have taken up
residence locally and have
added to the diversity.

This program has inspired

the group to take the next  Artificial nesting box

step in providing artificial nesting boxes across Gidgegannup
and Wooroloo given the lack of suitable accommodation
for many species. We recently purchased a purpose-built
camera and accessories to monitor the boxes for signs of
activity, with a community nest box building workshop later
this year to expand this initiative. Details to be announced
when finalised.

If you would like to be involved in any of the group’s
activities, please email susannahbrookcatchmentgroup@
gmail.com for more information.

A big thank you to Geoff Selby for providing the photos in
this article.

A Possum enjoying her artificial home
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Autumn! My favourite time of year.

We were more fortunate than many others affected
by the recent storm, | was in Gidgegannup the other
day and could not believe the damage across the whole
district. A lot of cleaning up to be done and time to get the
tractor out of the shed. Hopefully you have done some
maintenance on it during the summer months, (that may
be some wishful thinking on my behalf!) and it is ready
to go.

There are several ways of dealing with fallen trees,
branches etc but most require a front end loader on
the tractor for lifting and pushing up debris. A lot can
be done with a standard front bucket but if you have a 4in1
bucket you have more versatility, these can be used as a
dozer blade and as a grab, useful for building a heap for
burning. Best of all is a hydraulic grapple but you will need
a third hydraulic service down at the front of the loader,
which will be standard if you have a 4in1.

Grapples are a hydraulically operated grab about
the size of the existing bucket on the tractor.
Imagine spreading your fingers and thumb to pick
up a pile of sticks for example then closing your grip
to firmly hold the sticks, this is the basic function of
a grapple. Although they are not cheap, they will probably
pay for themselves quite quickly, depending on the severity
of the weather of course. Rear mounted implements can
be used if you havent a loader but they are not as efficient
or easy to operate.

Landscape rakes are a three point linkage mounted
rake that will clean up the paddocks when the heavy stuff
has been removed, these rakes will handle sticks, leaves,
honky nuts etc and leave the surface relatively clean
ready for a good germination when the rain comes. When
branches fall they abide by Murphys’ Law and invariably

damage fences, so some fencing may be required, here
is where you may need a Post Hole Digger to save some
digging. It's a great time of year to be out, take the kids or
grandkids with you, a picnic

lunch, and get some fresh

air and exercise but always

be mindful of safety around

machinery.

" Gidgegram

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY GROUPS AND BUSINESSES.

U J

TRACTORS,
UTVS AND NOW

ZERO-TURN
MOWERS...
What seat will you take?

CD TRACTOR

TRACTORS 25-140HP

UTVS & ZERO-TURN MOWERS 24-25HP

CALL CHRIS 0447 710 056

112 WANDENA RD, MUCHEA WA 6501
www.cdtractors.com.au
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a real estate company that really gets you.

If you are looking for a real estate experience where you are treated
as a person and not a number, you're in the right place. Whether
you are buying, selling or renting, we want your real estate journey
to be the best, stress free experience that we can make it.

Ruth Hampton Edwin Hugh
0408 947 640 0409107 877

ruth@hamptonhughrealty.com.au edwin@hamptonhughrealty.com.au

Hampton & Hugh Realty n
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Spoil Mum This Mother’'s Day
at Amaroo Retreat & Spa

This Mother’s Day, treat Mum to a truly unforgettable
experience of luxury and relaxation at Amaroo Retreat &
Spa. With breathtaking surroundings and award-winning
hospitality, Amaroo Retreat & Spa is the perfect place to
show your love and appreciation.

Start the celebrations with our Mother’s Day Breakfast
at The Lounge at Amaroo. From 8am to 10am, Mum can
indulge in a delightful selection of pastries, a hot drink
or juice, and a delicious meal from our special breakfast
menu for just $55 per person.

For those who prefer a leisurely lunch or an elegant
dinner, The Lounge is offering set menu options featuring
a 2-course meal for $75 per person or a 3-course meal for
$85 per person. To make the occasion even more special,
all mums will receive a complimentary glass of sparkling
wine.

Take Mum'’s relaxation to the next level with a luxurious
spa treatment at the onsite day spa or Kapurn: Skin.

Why Mum Will Love Amaroo:

Exquisite dining experiences — Treat Mum to a delicious
breakfast, lunch, or dinner at The Lounge.

The perfect gift of indulgence — Spoil her with an Amaroo
gift voucher for a truly relaxing escape.

Atranquil retreat in nature — Let Mum unwind in the serene
and picturesque surroundings of Amaroo.

Call 08 6244 4800 or visit www.amarooretreat.com.au to
reserve a spot for Mum'’s special day. Make this Mother’s
Day one to remember at Amaroo Retreat & Spa.

%wa/cW— Samv to 10am

Indulge in pastries on arrival, a hot drink and juice, and a

meal from our special breakfast menu - $55 per person

Mathevs @cu// FLunch & Dinnev

A delightful dining experience.
2 - course meal - $75 per person
3 - course meal - $85 per person

Al weceive a
U s ey complimentiny glass

Show Mum just how much she means to you with a luxurious
escape at Amaroo Retreat & Spa. Whether she deserves a delicious
meal at The Lounge, a pampering day spa experience, revitalising

skin therapy at Kapurn: Skin, or a peaceful getaway, we have the
perfect way to make her feel special.  Gift Vouchers Available!

Munmv the chaice,
C@w@ /,OZ&{W/L% way!

For bookings call 62 444 800 or email
reservations@amarooretreat.com.au  www.amorooretreat.com.au
1200 Alison Street, Mount Helena

FRIENDS of GIDGE RESERVE
- RESERVE 2145

Where the Gidge East Fireshed is / Percy Cullen Oval

After another hot summer and an equally hot autumn,
we are looking for volunteers to help with activities in the
Reserve, including weeding, picking up rubbish, planting
tubestock and preparation for the plantings. We also or-
ganise walks through the Reserve and observe its many
wonderful features.

Ouir first day will be Sunday 27 April then, if the weather
does the right thing, we will start planting on Sunday 25
May, continuing on Sunday 29 June; we normally start
around 8am and go through to around 1lam. If you are
interested in the environment and would like to learn more
or contribute to nature, please come along and join in.

For more information call 0408 884 490.

P —

Gidgegannup Garden & )
Property Maintenance
RURAL & DOMESTIC

General Garden Clean-ups
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Propagation of Native Plants
Weeding & Whipper-snipping
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pre-Sale/settlement garden & property clean up/maintenance

Mobile: 0419190 984 ROSS':\S!SCI.J D(i!g\g.orth

\_Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au Phone/Fax: 9574 6263 )

* COFLOW

PLUMBING & GAS

Our services include:

» Domestic & Commercial maintenance
Hot Water Unit replacements
Toilet replacements
Tapware replacements
Burst pipes
Blocked drains [CCTV camera & Jetter)
Renovations
Gas installations
Backflow testing

Contact us on - 0429 635 006
admin@coflowplumbing.com
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\
StJohn

Upcoming first
aid courses

HLTAIDO11 - Provide First Aid

Course type: Accredited | Duration: 1 day in class + Online learning

Price: $170.00

When: Wednesday 26 February - 8:30AM - 4:30PM
Saturday 12 April - 8:30AM - 4:30PM
Wednesday 18 June - 8:30AM - 4:30PM
Saturday 9 August - 8:30AM - 4:30PM
Monday 20 October - 8:30AM - 4:30PM

Where: Morangup Sub Centre, 48 Wallaby Way, Morangup WA 6083

W O =2

Understand CPR and Injury
first aid defibrillation management

Learn about first aid Practise CPR skills Treat and manage

theory and action plans and how to apply a injuries in interactive
defibrillator. training scenarios.

@ St John First Aid Training

St John Ambulance (Western Australia) Ltd. RTO Code: 0392

St John Ambulance Western Australia Ltd - ACN 165 969 406; ABN 55 028 468 715
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WAYNE BEST

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

24ft tray for
cattle
or sheep

Wayne & Kerry Best
151 Reen Road, Gidgegannup WA 6083.
Home phone: 9574 6153 0409 101 253

Email: bestys151@bigpond.com

Please book ahead

Expert mortgage support
with your local broker.

e Home loans

e Property investment

e VVehicle and equipment finance
e Debt consolidation

GRASSTREES IN TROUBLE

The Grasstree, Xanthorrhoea preissii is known
for its incredibly slow growth rate. On average, it grows
about 1 to 2 centimetres per year in height. It can take
many to reach full maturity.

WHAT'S SO YUMMY ABOUT THEM?

Parrots, including the 28 Parrot, are known to eat larvae
found in grasstrees. These larvae are often referred to as
‘bardies’ ‘palack’ or ‘witchetty grubs’, and they belong to
jewel and longicorn beetles. These grubs typically inhabit
the decaying caudex (the stem base) of grasstrees.

SO, WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?

Unfortunately, for the parrot to get to the grubs, they need
to remove the leaves on the crown from the grasstree.
When this happens, the grasstree, which would be 100’s
of years old, dies. There are many patches of these
grasstrees around Gidge where this is currently happening
eg Joseph Rd and Bunning Rd. You will find it's usually in
patches rather than isolated trees.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

One easy way to protect them is to place branches,
as thick and bushy as you can, on top of the tree. | have
found this to be successful, as it breaks up the feeding
location. Eventually the leaves will grow, and the unsightly
branches will blow off.

WHY ARE GRASSTREES IMPORTANT TO SAVE?

Grasstrees play a vital ecological role, supporting a
variety of wildlife, including parrots, insects, and other
animals. They are a home to a variety of organisms. These
include:

« Pollinators: A wide range of insects, including bees and
butterflies, are attracted to the flowers of grasstrees.

» Possums: Some honey possums may Visit grasstrees
for food or shelter.

Grasstrees also play a significant ecological role,
supporting biodiversity and thriving in fire-prone environments
such as ours.

Please do what you can to protect the ones that are living.

GRASSTREES AND FIRE

Grasstrees have an extraordinary relationship with fire.
They are highly adapted to fire-prone environments and
even thrive after bushfires. Here’s how:

* Fire Resistance: The thick, fibrous “skirt” of old leaves
surrounding the trunk insulates and protects the growing
point of the plant from fire damage.

« Stimulated Flowering: Fires often trigger an impressive
flowering response. Within weeks or months after a fire,
grasstrees produce tall flower spikes covered in tiny,
nectar-rich blooms that attract birds, insects, and other
pollinators.

 Nutrient Recycling: Fire reduces competing vegetation
and releases nutrients back into the soil, which the
grasstree can absorb and use to its advantage.

e Seed Germination: Fire
clears the ground, making it
easier for grasstree seeds
to germinate and establish

new plants.
These adaptations show-
case how perfectly

grasstrees have evolved
to not just survive but also
flourish in Australia’s chal-
lenging ecosystems.

Janette Huston
Susannah Wooroloo
Catchment Group



IN THE
APRIL

GARDEN

It's April —and we're seeing shorter days and cooler nights
which means it's great gardening weather! Here's a few
handy tips to get you inspired:-

« Keep up the watering. Until the rains start, keep an
eye on your soil moisture. Cooler nights and dew may
mean you can cut back on your retic, but the days are
quite warm and some plants will still need a regular drink.

e Feed your fruit trees! Deciduous trees have a small
window before they go dormant where they can store
nutrients in readiness for Spring. Evergreens like Citrus
will also benefit. Sometimes Citrus go a bit yellow in the
cold months - which is their reaction to the temperatures;
winter is not the time to feed them as they can'’t get the
benefit. Feed them now, and again in Spring once the
weather’s a little warmer.

* Plant late Winter/Spring bulbs - the Jonquils, Daffodils,
Tulips, Hyacinth, Snowdrop (etc) Plant them for some
lovely colour and scent in the garden - often when there’s
little else around in the cooler weather.

e Plant a fruit tree! Bare rooted trees won't be available
for a couple more months yet (many good nurseries have
an order list - so contact them and get on it!). But it's a
good opportunity to plant potted trees or evergreen fruit
trees like Citrus - Autumn is a fabulous time to do so.

» Sow your spring flowering annuals from seed.
Poppies, Sweet Peas, Stocks, Aquilegia, Alyssum,
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Nasturtium — just to name a few - to give bees & beneficial
insects some food!

« Watch for slugs & snails - as soon as we have some
rain these little guys get really active in our gardens. Make
your own traps from beer, or select one of the least toxic
iron based pellets to use.

e You can cut down on watering your indoor plants
now, as the seasons are changing. Do check out the mois-
ture in your pots before watering; most indoor plants are
killed by overwatering (not under watering).

» Depending on where you are, it might be almost time to
cut back asparagus and prepare beds for winter dormancy
with a big load of good compost. Plan on doing this some-
time in the next month.

e Cut back Lavender, Geranium (and other summer
flowering perennials). Use the off-cuts for cuttings & see if
you can grow new plants for free!

What to Plant NOW...

» Get your Winter vegies in ASAP. Check out healthy
seedlings as a faster option to be harvesting sooner. Start
some seed now for your successive crops to follow.
Here’s a list of suitable vegies to consider at this time of
year: Artichoke (Globe), Asian Greens, Beetroot, Beans
(Bush & Broad), Broccoli, Cabbage, Carrot, Cauliflower,
Celery, Coriander, English Spinach, Garlic, Kale, Kohl
Rabi, Leek, Lettuce, Mint, Onion, Oregano, Parsley,
Parsnip, Peas, Potato, Radish, Silverbeet, Snow Peas,
Spring Onion, Swede, Turnip.

www.greenlifesoil.com.au
for more local gardening advice!!
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We willl gee
you all at the

Follow us on Facebook
for the latest news
The Gidge
Agricultural Show

Fuile AL, Ffeclth,

5375 Richardson Road, Stoneville WA

Your local
Natural Therapy Centre
Chiropractic - Homeopathy
Infrared Sauna and Light Therapy

Reflexology - Reiki
Remedial Massage

For further information and online
bookings, please visit our websites.

justaddhealth.com.au
Ph: 9295 6663

baxchiropractic.com.au

Mob: 0424 070 770

TATANIA'S

Hills Window Cleaning

Tracks frames fly screens
Poli e 2011
Em l.com

Free quotes - Book now

0467 282 127

Messy, creative fun for kids

MESSY KIDS CREATE is all about messy, creative fun
for kids in the Perth Hills. With classes held in the school
holidays, you can come and drop off the kids, where they
will enjoy some messy fun activities while you do what you
need to do kid free!

Book the kids in and we can make new friends, make
some mess and the best part is you don’t have to clean
it up! I'm Bec from Messy Kids Create and | can’t wait for
you to join us in the school holidays.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS

POLICE EMERGENCIES 000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays) .......cccoceeveeeueuemenennn 131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (aNYHIME) w.vevevvevreiiiiceeseeeneneeseseseseseneenes 9250 0333
POLICE Attendance .....ceeeeeeeueueueerenerueenereeieseneneesesesesessesesesesseseseseenns 131 444
CRIME STOPPERS ..ottt 1800 333 000
CITY OF SWAN 9267 9267
Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator ........... 0427 163 317
Bushfire Recovery Team .........cccccvvureverinieieerenieeenenisieeesessenenes 0438 242 356
bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au

Total Movement and Harvest Bans ........ccoccceerecnennccncnnncncnenene 9267 9326
FIRE EMERGENCIES 000

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East

Sean COTrDIN ..cvvevieiereieiereeeerteeeente ettt sae e seenes . 0427 999 856

Callum McCrudden (Captain) ....coceceeereererrererereeesereeresesssensenes 0427 194 003
Alisdair MCCrudden ......coeevivieueinirienirieenieieenieeeeseeeeseeseessenes 0407 194 261
Shane ALIWOOd ..cocoveueueeireeieiririeeeeeeeeeeerteee ettt ese s 0419 961 749
Mike EAWArdS ..coveveverieieieiecrieieeseee et saeeeas 0417 905 150

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
Justin Skewes (Capt) ...
Mark Smith . .0411 718 348
Steve DOonnison ......ccoeeeviniieecnininiccnininieccnneecenene .... 0409 084 087
Jas0n KINGSTON ..c.cvveurueriririeieieieieieeteteieieesteteieest e seeeenene 0402 827 122
MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
AdmInISTrAtioN: .e.eeeeeeveeeeeereereerieeereereseeseeseseenenens
Email: morangup.subcentre@stjohnwa.com.au
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Monday and Wednesdays 8am - 4pm.
GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE

2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am - 6pm ................ 08 6147 6030
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

President: Alison Archer

. 0439938 133

.. 0418 741 971

alison.p.archer@gmail.com
Snr Vice President: Emily Bradley ........cccccceevvuvinnncee.
Jnr Vice President: Kerry Billings ...
Secretary: Valerie Frost ...

.... secretary(@gidgeagsociety.com.au

Treasurer: Kay Williamson ........cc.eueucue... treasurer(@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Groundspace: Gavin & Joanne ........... groundspace@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Gidgegram: David Palmer ... art@greenmangraphics.com ...... 0417 097 825
BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS City of Swan ............. 9267 9321
BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB

Kyle Crane bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com ................. 0404 656 390
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Sally Block Chairperson ..........ccccoeeueueeeveueueurnnnne ... 0418 928 549
EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP

Chairperson: Penny Morgan .........ccoccceeeceeenicrnunieninininneenennns 0427 747 210
Secretary: Felicity Morgan .. felicity@felicitysgarden.com.au 0437 780 459
Bookings: Sally Block . 0418 928 549
GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE

www.gidgegannup.info - Email: admin@gidgegannup.info

President Peter JENSEN .....covvveevereeveviereeieiereiereseceeieseeeevesseeesenees 0402 910 707
WARD COUNCILLORS

Cr. Charlie Zannino ....... 0412 788 817..... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson .......... 0413 496 688 ..... rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

............. 0428 918 100
.. 0419 196 320

3875 Ian Symington ........c.cccecevevercevruevencnnn
8891 Glenda Winney ....

6502 Debbie GIICRIISE «..vveveieicieicicicicicicicicccteeeee e 0417 184 192
COMMUNITY CHURCH

TONT CAISOM w.cvuveniiieieniieieieereeeeeeeet ettt et se et seees .9574 6014
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY

Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth ......ccccoeevevineicnncnnncncnncnens 9478 3384
RETHINK EASTLINK

Dr Jennifer AIDEIT ..ccoeeeverueerieueieninieereeieceseeeree e seeeene 0423 181 401

CWA GIDGEGANNUP

President - Mary BeNnett .......ccceeveveevieerenirenieeneneesenseeneeene 0429 080 206
Vice President - Jenny Barnes ........c.coceeevevevereerenenneenerennenenenes 0428 722 056
Secretary - Sheryn Batchelor ..o, 0409 985 041
Treasurer - Trish Gair .....coceeveeeerinieeeenernecereeecree et 0421 115 135
Community Coordinator - Terrianne McDonald ...................... 0435 394 157

Email: GidgegannupCWA @outlook.com

Meets - Wed & Fri 10am - 2pm, Tues 6:30pm - 8:30pm
FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE

Bill Karoll ...ccceueeeveeieeeeeinieieecrieieeceenenes
GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Mike Blackie ....c.ccceeveeuruceninenueenininecceieeceeneeeenenes 0447 835 938
Secretary Carey STEWArL .......cccvvvuveviiinininiiiiccccceeeeenenennes 0409 108 046
Treasurer Eric Moses

............... 0408 884 490

Bookings secretary@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au and
info@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB

President: Mitchell Byrne .......cccoveviviviiccccccccecneceeenne 0488 144 363
email: president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au

web: http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net

FOOTBALL CLUB

President Peter Whife .......cccoceveeeininnnninrneeccceceenes 0428 747 128
GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB

Registrar Lisa Atwill 0429 015 667
President Hayley AtWill .....ccccoovvivivivivinininieiiicicciccecccccennes 0437 688 037
Secretary Amy Tomerini 0438 561 914
GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB

All enquiries ........ weeen.... gidgebasketball@gmail.com

SQUARE DANCING

Gordon & Esme Caine . 0403 056 019
GIDGEGANNUP MEN’S SHED

Andrew Brine - Chairperson: ...... president@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Barbara Laurin - V/President: . sponsorship@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Andrew Simpson - Treasurer: ....... treasurer(@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Kevin Bamkin - Secretary: ............... secretary(@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP ............... gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Larissa Dundon ........cccccccoeeeveveunennneennennnes 0407 471 400
GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP

Donna Feehan Scout Leader .......cooveeeveeceeceeereunicinieininieeneeene 9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leade 9578 3242
GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB

President Jan Lawrie ...... 0402 760 860 ...... gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Kellie McCrum .. 0437 886 014 ... gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com
GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSOCIATION

President, Tracey DOW ..ccccevveveveeniinineninenininiineneienensenenee. 0412 778 343

Secretary, Sonia Laidley .....ccocoeveeniiniiniiniiniiiiicnicccnenn e e 413 242 981
GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB

President - Marjorie Stanger ........cceceveueueeeueueueucuererceceneneieeens 0407 089 056
Secretary - Abbey Robsomn ........ccouvuviiviiiiicccccicciciiiee 0408 794 175
MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Chairperson: - Daryl COOper .......cccccceeevrueuence chair@morangupmpa.com.au
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby ... lcarnaby@gmail.com ................. 0472 975 593
WWW.morangupmpa.com.au

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE

Captain - Jeff Venn .......ccccceevvvvvinvnvcncccncccnnee captainmvbfb@gmail.com
Secretary - Sharon Gamble ........ccccceuvvvuriviinnnce secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBEFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC

President John MOorrell ....cocovevvverenienieierenenieneseneneneeeseseeneens 0409 575 948
Treasurer Sam Earl ... 0491 273 194
Secretary Gabrielle Elkins .08 95729020

Don’t forget to update Community Numbers

Due to changes in telephone services and NBN connections, many people have cancelled their landlines.

If your details have changed please send new details to art@greenmangraphics.com
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@ EC15504
’WE RAISE THE STANDARD

Your Local

ELECTRICIAN

. Generator changeover switches e LED lighting
« Switchboard upgrades ¢ Horse stable wiring
. RCD’s ¢ Horse arena lighting

» Smoke detectors * House for sale certificates

« Shed wiring o Fault finding

Tony Davies

0404 378 794

info@amdpowersolutions.com.au

@ (08) 6244 3248

thepoolshopgroup.com.au

For over 16 years, we hawve been the
go-to solution for pool ovv‘Jners in Perth
Hills and surrounding areas. We_pride
ourselves in fast, reliable, andfriendly
services, allowing our customers to

Swim More & Work Less.

Services we offer:

e Troubleshooting problem pools

. e Pool Equipment Installations
@Mundar|ng@thepoolshopgroup.com.au

e Robotic Cleaner Expertise

87 Wandeara Crescent; Mundaring WA 6073 * Mobile Pool & Spa Services

And much, much MORE!

Our other locations and service centres: Kalamunda,
Floreat, and Ellenbrook

Affiliated with the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY Inc.




