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The Country Show on the City Doorstep

Happy New Year folks, life in Gidgegannup is always 
exciting, especially the summer days just after 
Christmas, there is either a fire, a heat wave or a storm.I 
feel lucky to be writing this as we lost power for two 
days last month when it was, forty over degrees. I don’t 
want to go through that very often, thank goodness, 
power has been restored now, although I believe some 
parts of Gidge had to wait  longer.

Thanks to the people behind the scenes! 
Many volunteers turned out to the thank you lunch provided by the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society in November 2023.

Advertisers Note
I urge everyone to tell us if they wish to cancel their 
ads or make any changes. As a voluntary organisation 
we do not have a data base, and it is difficult to keep 
track of bookings. The prices should remain the 
same, however I will inform of any changes after the 
AGM to be held at 5.30pm on February 18 in the Hall 
at the Showgrounds AGM

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INC.

2024 Annual General Meeting

Members only voting, however anyone interested in becoming a 
member is welcome to attend 

· Acceptance of 2023 AGM Minutes.

· Presentation/Acceptance Treasurer's 

· Financial Statement

· Presentation/Acceptance Auditor's Report

· Correspondence

· President's Report

· Members Questions/Statements

· Election of 2024 Committee

VENUE:  Gidgegannup Agricultural Hall  DATE:  Sunday 18 February 2024 at 5.30pm

AGENDA:

Julie Aizlewood
John Allison        
Len and Jean Baxter   
Janelle Burgess
Sandra Cechner
Phillip Corbin     
Anne Davis    
Toby & Aleesha Edmunds  
Wayne and Paula Ellis 
Val Forrest
Sandra and Peter Harms
Terrianne McDonald
Joanne Metcalf    
Jan Pittman   
R Benson and R Pratten  
 Owen Snook  
Florence Stannard  
Dale Stannard 
J and L Sweet  
Ieva Tomsons 
Jim Higgins  
David and Jackie Weaver  
Brian and Angela Whife  
Shelley and Tata Williams   
Aidan Diener  
Margaret and Stuart Jones 
Don and Judy Robertson 
Bullsbrook Poultry Club  
Les and Joanne Ormsby  
Debbie Hughes   
Kiet Williamson  

LIFE MEMBERS
Esme Caine
Gordon Caine
Gloria Metcalf
Ian Stannard     
Steve and Kay Williamson
Barry Howard  
Geoff Bowley  
Keith Robinson  
Rosemary Corbin

MEMBERS

Special Bonus!
 Become a Member

and receive Free Entry 
to the Show 



The last Saturday in October!

The Gidgegannup Agricultural Society 

recommends 

the support of local businesses.

MAJOR SPONSORS 

2 February 2024

Gidgegram March 2024: Deadline 22 February 2024 - Distribution 28 February 2024

Advertisements or articles please Download the Advertising Schedule from the website gidgegannup.info 
(Groups > Gidgegannup Agricultural Society > Gidgegram) 

or phone Sandra Harms on 0429 086 253 or email: sandrafayeharms@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS SITUATION VACANT

FOR SALE
Straw Bales 1.2m x 1.2m x 2.4m

High density, great for garden mulch & animal bedding

$75 you pick up, Delivery extra.
Phone or text Tim on 

0417 991 302

General Garden Clean-ups 
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming 
Propagation of Native Plants  

Phone/Fax: 9574 6263
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Ross Rudeforth 
Assoc. Dip. Ag. 

RURAL & DOMESTIC

Gidgegannup Garden & Property 
Maintenance

Book Keeper wanted for position in 
Gidgegannup. 

Part time, approximately two to three 
days per month (flexible times). 

MYOB experience preferred, hourly 
rates negotiable. 

If interested please call Silvia on 
0428 917 328 to discuss 

BOOK KEEPER
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From facebook
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Gidge Gossips By Sally Block

The last Saturday in October!

· Household pressure pumps

· Submersible pumps

· Pool and Solar pumps

· New pumps supplied and installed

· Bore Flow Testing

· Water Tanks

· Trenching for pipes and power

PUMP REPAIRS

25 years' experience

Phone Richard 0418 916 618

This month’s Joke

Hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year and 
managed to stay cool.

It has been a rather hot few weeks, not helped by the lack of 
run off into dams so less water around.  We have cut our 
watering down to twice a week as this is what we normally use 
the dams for.   We do have a very good bore but that it 
principally for providing water for livestock and better a dead 
lawn than dead livestock.   We also have good rainwater 
supplies but in past years we have gone 8 months without rain 
so are being extremely cautious.

The rather violent thunderstorm that passed through last 
week and left us without power for six days was not great 
either.   Fortunately only one lightning strike on the property 
but this didn't cause any problems and directly the storm had 
moved a tad from directly above us we went and checked it 
out.   A very useful app called My Lightning Tracker showed 
where the strikes were hitting and there were a great many of 

ththem on the 16  January.

Fortunately we learnt our lesson from the 2021 Wooroloo 
Bush fire, when we lost power for 3 weeks, so have a generator 
that can run the whole house with no problem as long as you 
don't push it further than 32 amps. It also takes over 
immediately when power fails.  We also have a separate small 
generator on our water pump.   The only problem was 
telecommunications.   Both the town tower and the Reen 
Road tower failed after a short time, leaving us with quite a 
road trip to pick up messages and make calls.   Not good for 
anyone.   We have been pressing for better back ups to the 
phone towers, particularly in Rural and Regional areas.   
Maybe in town it is inconvenient to lose coverage but not a 
great distance where you can get connectivity, here not such a 
good scenario.   Also rural properties rely on a lot of pumps to 
fill tanks, troughs, crush lupins, run chaff cutters.   We need 
power for a lot more reasons than to watch Netflix.   Our 
businesses also had to revert to cash payments (welcome to 
the cashless society – perhaps we had better think that one 
through).   Other problem was that being on Westnet, iiNet 
are now moving us on to a messaging service – this wasn't 
working too well.   So no emails, although we did have 
internet.   The reason we have kept our Satellite internet and 
email is precisely so we can still be in touch when there are 
power outages.   Not happy with iiNet over this so maybe 
need to think about a move on that.

Probably more tree trimming is needed to ensure power 
supply.   This aligned with fuel mitigation are two situations 
we need to look at as a community in our hot summers.  
Reliance on power to supply water for stock, people, and 
bushfire – all interesting debates we need to have with 
Government.

The animals coped with it well although I did have two rather 
large dogs sitting on me when the storm was right overhead.   
The horses were brilliant they all headed for their shelters and 
I don't think the cattle and sheep even noticed it.

Our water tank for the livestock was looking pretty low after 6 
days (it would have needed a big generator to pull the water up 
for that.   Which led me to start to calculate how much water 
stock drinks in our hot summer.   Department of Agriculture 
site is good for that.   Never done this calculation before and it 
is worth doing with power costing what it does now.

So there Gidge was another start to the year with picking up 
the pieces!!

The ever present elephant in the room for us all is Bush Fire 
and there are still some properties that haven't even put fire 
breaks in, let alone carried out any form of fuel mitigation.   
You would have thought they had learnt by now.  This brings 
up the interesting question of whether your insurance 
company  would pay out if you have not taken measures to 
protect your property and your neighbours. 
As of today the City of Swan has a public SMS and email 
subscription for Total Fire Ban and Harvest Vehicle 
Movement Ban notifications.
 Sign up at https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/services-and-
community/emergency-management/burning-restrictions-
and-permits-to-burn

Woodside are not now going to go ahead with the pilot plant at 
Red Hill. There Environmental report was due in early in 
2024, so probably didn't make it. Or maybe Mergers and 
Acquisitions are more interesting!

We are now waiting to see what happens with the Satterley 
ndongoing saga – What happens on 2  February will it, won't it 

be approved?  

Current topic today's joke:
The wife and I took a long, leisurely drive out to the country 
and pulled over to fill up our car's gas tank and tires... She was 
surprised to see that the station had a fee to fill the tires and 
asked me, "Why in the world do they charge for AIR?!"
I responded, "Inflation."
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LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083

gpa@gidgegannup.info  – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings: 19th February, 18th March, 15th April 2024 at 7.30pm at the Agricultural Hall.

continued overpage

thThe first item on the Agenda for the Meeting of 19  February, 
2024 will be an open Forum to discuss GIDGESTOCK.  This 
has become an annual event in Gidgegannup and is much 
looked forward to by many community members and more 
widely in the surrounding area and beyond.   It also raises 
much needed funds for charitable bodies, including our 
Volunteer Fire Brigades.   
This event has always been approved by the CEO of the City 
of Swan under delegated authority.   The event has grown 
over the years, attracting more visitors and extending its' 
performances to the Friday prior to the weekend.
This situation is causing some adverse comment from 
affected residents and the Organisers have expressed their 
willingness to listen to those concerns and see if by changing 
some of the timings and taking on board community input 
we can have an event that everyone can enjoy.
If you have an opinion and would like to make some input, 
please come along and we can try to sort this matter out as a 
community.

TILDEN PARK BRIDGE; 

Work has commenced on the Reen Road Bridge and is 
ongoing.   The GPA has raised a query with the City re. what 
the situation is regarding the Tilden Park Bridge now that 
the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 has been repealed, 
and have received the following response:“We are currently 
looking into options to go back to a meeting with Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage council.

Public consultation was done based on an assumption of we 
might need the DPLH approval to rebuild the bridge but now 
they have confirmed we need the DPLH approval.” 

GIDGESTOCK: 
It has been suggested that there should be an open forum 

thregarding this at the GPA meeting to be held on Monday, 19  
February 2024.  The Organisers have posted a list of 
organisations that have benefitted from this event.   Substantial 
amounts of money have been distributed to various charities. 
Many people enjoy this event and look forward to it.
A letter of complaint has been received from a neighbour: they 
express concern at inadequate traffic management, traffic 
speeding, reckless driving, possible driving under the influence, 
no police presence.   Claims that cars have been run off the road, 
lack of access to properties due to parked vehicles on entrance  
ways, people urinating at the side of the road.
Queries as to whether there is any limitation on attendees, 
whether toilets are provided in sufficient number? Noise levels 
and failure to monitor, whether there should be a curfew, 
whether Councillors or City staff have attended (they have).   
Concern as to the ever growing size of the event, what charities 
benefit.
Suggestion as to holding this event at the Showgrounds.
Obviously this event needs to be discussed.
We have also received a complaint along the same lines from a 
resident in Reen Road.   

 NORTH STONEVILLE UPDATE:
The Western Australian Planning Commission's (WAPC) has 
decided to refuse the North Stoneville structure plan proposal.

At its meeting on Thursday, December 7 the WAPC resolved to 
refuse the structure plan, based on the plan's inability to 
adequately demonstrate the threat of bushfire risk, including 
safe evacuation, as well as the true impact of traffic on the road 
network.

Shire of Mundaring President Paige McNeil and deputy Trish 
Cook provided a deputation to the WAPC on behalf of council at 
its public hearing on Thursday, November 23 along with 22 
verbal and nine written deputations.

Ms McNeil said that the December 7 decision was the latest in a 
series of refusals for the planning application.

“The recent refusal by the WA Planning Commission endorses 
council's and our community's long held concerns about an 
urban development at North Stoneville,” she said.

“The decision is a testament to years of persistence by council 
and our community who understand the increasing bushfire 
risk that we face in this region. The decision tells us that 
planning in bushfire prone areas must aim to safeguard not 
endanger our community.”

WAPC noted that the traffic, evacuation and bushfire analysis 
and modelling could not adequately demonstrate community 
safety and the protection of environmental conservation values 
cannot be appropriately balanced with the outcomes of bushfire 
risk management.
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- Log Book Servicing

- GWN Safety Service Schedule

- Auto Electrical

- All Engine Repairs

- Transmission & Final Drive Repairs

- Brake & Clutch Repair

- Suspension Mods & Repairs

- Accessories Fitment & Modification

- Diagnostic &ECU Repairs

- Pre/Post Purchase Inspections

Repco Affiliated Workshop

- 2 year Nationwide Warranty

on all parts and labour

- Complete Transparency -

Authorised only repairs with 

the latest Photo/video 

invoicing software

Gidgegannup's Local and Proud Automotive Professional

Phone: 0404 872 195

The matter will now return to the State Administrative 
Tribunal (SAT) on February 2.The applicant can then decide 
whether to withdraw or proceed to a final hearing with SAT as 
the decision maker.

AGRICULTURAL HALL RENOVATIONS;
We have been advised that the City's Officer Julie-Anne will 
convene a meeting of all the Showground User Groups. This 
meeting  will be held sometime in February at the 
Showgrounds. 

FOGO BINS
Cr. Rod Henderson will be raising a motion regarding this at 
the February Council meeting.

EMRC
A resident has complained of increased fly numbers and is 
concerned these are coming from the EMRC facility.   It may 
be just the time of year.  She is taking this up with the Health 
Department.
EMRC have responded to a query regarding the flies:
Thank you for the email - confirming since September 2023 
we have employed an independent Consultant to monitor the 
flies on the site and to implement a treatment program when 
required. We have also changed some of the site 
operations/processes to reduce the fly numbers on site. Our 
last Fly Survey was conducted approximately 2 weeks and at 
this time the fly numbers were still reasonably low and there 
have been no significant numbers of flies recorded on site this 
summer.  Our last fly complaint was received in November 
2023 and previous to this August 2023.  Overall this Summer 
it appears (from recent News articles) that Perth has 
experienced increased fly numbers all around the State.  
Personally I believe that the fly numbers at my home are no 
different to the fly numbers currently on site.

BUSH FIRE NECESSITY FOR AIRCRAFT AND 
VOLUNTEERS ON GROUND;

thSome comments re the Berry x Toodyay fire of 18  Nov 2023. 
It was volunteers on the ground who stopped the head fire 

from spreading from the paddocks into Ffarrinngtons 4,500 ha 
of bushland well before firefighting aircraft arrived. Volunteers 
had also stopped or slowed much of the flank fire in the 
timbered creekline well back from where the headfire reached. 
This was verified by a full perimeter recce completed approx. 15 
mins before aircraft arrived and started dropping. This is not to 
denigrate the usefulness of firefighting aircraft, but to give 
credit where credit is due.
The aircraft were very useful in reducing the amount of 
subsequent work required by ground crews for mopping up in 
the timbered creekline areas. Even with that volunteers were 
patrolling and mopping up as required for the next 4 days before 
the incident was declared safe and closed off. Estimates of 
approx. 200 to 250 person hours of volunteer work on this one – 
and it was only 8 Ha!. Fortunately there was abundant water on 
site for refilling fire units via ground pump from a dam so 
emergency water tanks at Berry x Toodyay, and further west 
along Berry rd were not needed – THIS TIME.
One issue which frequently occurs, and did on this occasion, is 
that the aircraft will not do drops until the drop zones are 
confirmed as cleared of people on the ground, which can take 
time. This is for safety reasons as the result of “copping a drop” 
can be fatal, even with the smaller firefighting aircraft which 
can cause branches to come down in timbered areas. The 
situation is even more risky with the Large Air Tankers which 
can significantly damage vehicles and damage or completely 
demolish houses, again with potentially fatal results! Not being 
able to properly see the ground due to thick smoke greatly 
exacerbates these risks, and with more intense and fast moving 
headfires the turbulence and lack of visibility can make it far too 
dangerous for these aircraft to attack the headfire anyway, they 
might be restricted to the slower moving and less intense flanks. 

RURAL AWARENESS ONLINE BUSHFIRE TRAINING; 
Rural Fire Awareness Training from the Bush Fire Centre of 
Excellence is now available online. Aimed at famer responders with 
private fire units and seasonal workers, it is also very relevant to 
anyone else who lives or works in a bush fire prone area and might 
have to deal with bush fire – remember you can't always escape or 

GPA Report Continued
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evacuate, you might have to deal with the fire yourself!
Note this does not replace the Burn Smart, Got 15 Mins to 
Burn and other useful info available on the DFES website, but 
it is the next step up.
https://publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/course-
information-online-rural-fire-awareness

NO STOPPING SIGNS ON VERGE OUTSIDE BAKERY 
CAR PARK;
The City has received complaints from the Gidgegannup 
Progress Association in relation to Gidgegannup Bakery 
customers parking on the verge which restricting sightlines 
for vehicles existing the Bakery car park onto Toodyay Road.

The City has decided to install No Stopping signs on the verge 
outside Gidgegannup Bakery to prevent verge parking. This 
work is currently in progress with our contractor to arrange 
the signage installation. We will inform you the updates of the 
work once we receive further information from the contractor.

FIRE HAZARD AND ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS - 
QUENDA GLADE, GIDGEGANNUP.
The City has secured funding through the State Mitigation  
(Bushfire) Activity Fund to undertake works on the City 
verges along Quenda Glade. The aim is to better address the 
fire risk, reduce weed and sapling seeding and support the 
mature trees in the area. These works will also compliment the 
fire hazard reduction works carried out in November 2022 and 
currently being undertaken on the Quenda Reserve/Tilden 
Bridle Trail. 
The scope of works includes, removing woody weeds, and 
removing all trees with a trunk of 30cms or less (removing 
smaller trees excludes competition with existing mature and 
habitat trees). Marri trees are noted to be in large populations 

and often in poor health (canker), however healthy jarrahs, 
being less common are to be retained wherever possible. This 
work will significantly reduce the unwanted verge vegetation. 
Please see the attached plan for more detailed information.

The Salmon Gums, whilst not endemic, are smoothed barked 
(lower fire risk) and mature with good diameter. They also 
provide a unique visual amenity and identity to this area of 
Quenda Glade so those of a trunk size about 20cm will be 
retained. 

Mulch from the works will be spread on the verges to assist with 
weed control where appropriate, and any excess mulch will 
placed at the Tilden Park Fire dam for residents to access for 
their own use.

PUBLIC FIRE BAN SMS NOTICES;
We now have a public SMS & email subscription for Total Fire 
Bans and Harvest Vehicle Movement Ban notifications from 
City of Swan. 

Easy subscription process and you will receive notices of bans 
and other important fire safety info by both SMS and email Sign 
u p  a t h t t p s : / / w w w. s w a n . w a . g o v. a u / s e r v i c e s - a n d - 
community/emergency-management/burning-restrictions-
and-permits-to-burn

EXTENDED POWER OUTAGES AND MOBILE PHONE 
THTOWER OUTAGES FOLLOWING STORM ON 16  

JANUARY 2024
We would like to have your feedback on the fall out from the 
Storm we had last week and the impact on our community.   
Congratulations and brickbats, as we would like to make a 
community submission regarding this as it had a great effect on 
many of us.
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For those of you new to the area we 
thought that we should formally introduce 
the idea and the team behind the annual 
Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day. Held 
on the last Sunday in May. 

Way back over 16 years ago a few 
community minded people got together to 
initiate Experience Gidgegannup. The 
main idea was to promote the area not just 
to outsiders, but to locals who had not had 
the chance to get involved yet. We wanted 
to introduce people to all that the area had 
to offer, with the idea of being able to 
diversify what we did on our land and meet 
like minded people. 

First thoughts were to have buses, (we stole 
the idea from Balingup Field Day) taking 
tours out to various farms to meet the 
people and get a hands on experience. We 
visited, sheep, goats, cattle, olives and 
orchards with jujube trees. Running the 
buses throughout the day from the 
Showgrounds we thought we’d better have 
somethings of interest at the Showgrounds 
for people to look at in between but trips. 
So we set up a few related stalls. It was all 
very small scale but so exciting. The bus 
trips were a big success, but we needed 
more at the show grounds. Word spread 
and the stalls at the show ground expanded. 
We actually over did it. The bus trips got 
less people because there were so many 
interesting talks to listen to. With that plus 
the rising cost of hiring buses we made the 
decision to drop the bus trips and have all 
the information at the Showgrounds. After 
one of the key people leaving the area and 
taking all our notes, we panicked and called 
an event management group to help run 
the day.  This was not successful as they just 
didn’t understand our community’s needs, 
but we learnt a valuable lesson from this, 
that you need to be a passionate local to 
hold this event. To know your community. 
We took the reins back. The Countryman 
newspaper approached us and asked if they 

could sponsor our event as there was not 
another “small” field day. They needed 
something for properties that Dowerin was 
too big for. So we took the next leap 
forward. Having an official sponsor meant 
we had to get more professional. We decide 
to write down our aims for the event. 

We wanted to be different from The 
Agricultural Show, but also to compliment 
it, giving our community the best of both. 
Our event was to be educational, farm 
based. Any children’s entertainment had to 
teach or involve the land and environment. 
No side shows, no show style rides, no 
imported trinket stalls. Along the way 
various people joined us for a short while, 
helping in different areas. But we whittled 
away eventually to the main small team that 
was together for many years. 

Sally Block, who still handles all the 
bookings, from the actual show grounds, 
marquees, tables, chairs,  toilets, sound 
equipment, guest speakers, parking, 
advertising and more. Jennifer Kent, who 
at a social gathering offered to “give us a 
hand” and became the lynchpin for many 
years taking all the ground space bookings 
from prospective stall holders, including 
food and coffee vans and making a plan of 
where to site them so that they were 
accessible but not competing. She also took 
on the title of Chairperson. Nicola Smith 
assisting Jen with the ground space plus 

Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au

Experience Gidgegannup News

Genevieve Payne Nicola SmithSally Block

organising and being involved in kids 
entertainment. Nicola has taken a leave of 
absence as she is currently working in 
Broome. Genevieve Payne general 
assistant and much needed muscles on set 
up and pack away. Myself, Penny Morgan, 
my role has changed over the years as the 
event has changed. I am the go between, 
gopher, muscles, communicator, assistant. 
This year I have been elevated to 
Chairperson as our dear Jennifer and her 
husband Ian have left the area. Filling in 
the gaping hole left by Jennifer, is my 
daughter Felicity Morgan. Gidgegannup 
born and bred, always involved with the 
community, she has now formalised this 
by taking up the mantle of ground space 
booking. She would love someone to offer 
to be her assistant as she also works full 
time. We are so excited to have some young 
blood on the team. We need new fresh 
ideas. We welcome input from any one 
who may be interested. Others are 
involved in their own way. Vincenzo of the 
Slow Food Movement currently runs an 
olive festival within the grounds. Leilani of 
Bees Neez coordinates the Honey 
Festival. 
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As One Nyitting

Congratulations to Dandalee Park Dairy Goats on winning several 
awards for their champion goats and fleece.

o  Drafting and Design service

o  Residential and Commercial

o  New build, Addition, 
Renovation, 
    retrospective Approvals

o  Coordination of all Engineering, 
    BAL, Energy efficiency and 

BP 102438

Due to changes in telephone services and NBN connections, many people have cancelled their landlines. 
If your details have changed please send new details to ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au to ensure the community 

numbers list on the back page of the Gidgegram can be updated.

Don't forget to update Community Numbers
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Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au

Experience Gidgegannup News

  

So many entries 

- looks like we’ll have to find more space next year 
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Would you like to advertise in 
the Gidgegram? It’s easy, log in to:

Groups> Gidgegannup Agricultural Society 
> download the Advertising Info Sheet 

Due to changes in telephone services and NBN connections, many people have cancelled their landlines. 
If your details have changed please send new details to ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au to ensure the community 

numbers list on the back page of the Gidgegram can be updated.

Don't forget to update Community Numbers

Gidgegannup 
Community Church 

SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services  

Sunday 9.30am

Anglican – Ministers from 

The Church of Ascension in Midland.

Uniting Church  – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome 
to our services.

31 Mayo Rd, Gidgegannup 

(near Noble Falls). 

www.cherithgrove.com.au

Organic Olive Oil 
Sales

9574 6424

• •
• •

Loo� forwar� t� seein� yo�!
Saturday 9am - 3pm, -Sunday 9am - 3pm 

Opening hours------ ------

New Chef--------- ---------

Bookings preferred to avoid disappointment
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Around the Paddock
by The Farmer

A summer of bring floods and fires

Well another year is now upon us.

Not too flash a start to it with several fires  within close 
proximity, and to add to the woes a ripper of a storm/cock-
eyed-bob/tornado.

Those of us who were unfortunate to be in its direct line 
certainly have had plenty of cleaning up to do.

The worst part I found was untangling of the tree branches 
out of the fences. It is amazing how they work their way into 
the ringlock.

Heavy machinery was the order of the day or in our case 
several days of cleaning up.

Then there is the structural damage to be sorted out by the 
insurance company.

With the amount of debris on the ground after this violent 
storm, it is imperative that firebreaks are kept clear.

The summer heat is far from over and I guess that the last of 
the fires are not finished either.

So with the sale yards up and running, it appears that prices 
may have turned the corner for the better. Prices are up a bit 
on last  which has to be good news for anyone selling.

are offering a
Farm Consultancy Service

Top Dressing
Fencing, all types

Eastern Hills Farm 
Contracting

Phone 0428 951 635

With the weather being especially hot recently, it is important 
that shade, water and feed are made available to any livestock 
that you may have.

Water should be a constant supply and if possible kept in a shady 
position in the paddock.

For a seller to get the best return possible at the sale yards or even 
as a private sale, good genetics is of the utmost importance.

And as a seller a waybill must accompany any stock whilst they 
are in transit.

If you are unsure what the requirements are check with one of 
the rural outlets and they will in turn be able to give you the 
relevant information.

Without the necessary and current waybill selling stock is 
virtually non-existent.

Transporting stock can also have its own nightmares.

Overstocking  on a vehicle could lead to problems if the stock 
inspectors decide to do a head count. Be aware of this as 
inspectors at Muchea do scrutinise vehicles there.

There is a facility where livestock can be held over on feed and 
water at Muchea. It is not expensive and can be a major benefit as  
these animals can adjust to the environment easily.

This is certainly worth considering, especially if the days are hot.

So, to start the Gidgegram year off, take care, maintain your 
firebreaks, and have a fire unit filled with water and fuelled up, 
and most importantly the pump starts easily.

www.gidgegannup.info 

experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info

SMALL FARM FIELD DAY
Exhibitor Applications are now open 

and can be found online at 

https://gidgegannup.info/

Hard copies of the Prospectus will be 

available from the Newsagents from 

1st February 2024

Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills
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You can now read the Gidgegram on line 
just log into:

Your local 
Natural Therapy centre

5375 Stoneville Road Stoneville

Visit our website for further information 
and online bookings

www.justaddhealth.com.au
or phone 9295 6663

Card and Hicap facilities available

Remedial Massage
and Swedish 

Massage 
available on 

weekends

Just Joking



Morangup
    14 February 2024

Gidgegannup Square Dance Club
We have the year worked out with some great dances 

organised through the year. 

When you see them advertised come along and join in the 
fun for the night. 

We will be dancing every second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at the Showgrounds Hall in Gidgegannup. 

Everyone is welcome to join in.....
 Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!

For more info contact us on 95746054 or 95746071

CWA   
GIDGEGANNUP 

BRANCH
Ladies are you free on Wednesdays?
Country Women's Association meets 
Wednesdays at the CWA Hall, Gidge 

Showgrounds from 10am.

You don't have to be a 'Country' 
woman, and you certainly don't have 

to be able to cook or knit.
Just come along and have a good time 

with a great bunch of other local ladies.  
Transport can be arranged.

Homemade crafts for sale every 
Wednesday from 10am till 2pm.

For more details, please phone.
President: Jenny 0428 722 056 

Applicant’s Name:………………………………………………………...

Spouse/Partner Name: ………………………………………………..…

Postal Address:………………………………………………………...….

……………………………………………………..............................…….

Email:………………………………………………….....………………. 

"

Children attending Primary & Secondary 
schools are included in Family Membership.

Child 1 - Name & Date of Birth:…………………………………………

Child 2 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

Child 3 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

(If necessary, attach additional Family Members separately.)

Membership fees:   Family :   $30.00        Single:   $15.00

Applications for Membership will be considered at the next 
Committee Meeting of the Society

Please forward your completed form and subscription to:

The Treasurer, Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc.,

PO Box 22, Gidgegannup WA, 6083

Email: treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au

For EFT payment on line: 

BSB: 633108  ACCT: 120250147  Reference: Your Name.

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

Please underline here: SINGLE or FAMILY membership then complete as necessary.

Members 
receive 

FREE Entry
 to the 

Gidge Show

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT
WAYNE BEST

To our valued Advertisers
The Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc is a not-for-profit 

Association run by volunteers.

In this respect we ask you to please inform us if you 
want to cancel your advertising, prior to the third week of 

each month.
 We do not run a data base and it is extremely hard to 
remember how long each individual business wants to 
advertise for, so please accept apologies if we have 

continued beyond your booking date.

We value your continued support! 
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Gidgegannup Junior Football Club
celebrating 30 yearsWhat’s on in Swan

The City has developed its Access and 
Inclusion Plan 2023-27 to provide seniors 
with universal access and to better support 
community members and community 
groups who, for whatever reason, may be 
isolated, marginalised, excluded or 
vulnerable.
We work to enhance the quality of life for 
everyone in our community. To achieve 
this, we coordinate programs that improve 
s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  w o r k  w i t h 
community groups and individuals to 
support local initiatives. 
The Cities Access and Inclusion Plan 2023-
27 is guided by and supports the State’s 
Disability Strategy ‘A Western Australia for 
Everyone: State Disability Strategy 2020-
2030’. The strategy sets the foundation for 

building a more inclusive Western 
Australia, empowering people with 
disability to participate meaningfully in all 
parts of society and to have the resources to 
do so.
Find out more: swan.wa.gov.au

City of Swan aged care and seniors fitness

Music, Arts & Crafts
WA's largest alcohol-free, all-ages 
music festival, is returning to Midland 
with another stacked line-up of 
Australian talent.
Date and time: Saturday, March 23, 
2024
03:00 PM - 10:00 PM
S u i t a b l e  f o r  A d u l t s ,  Yo u t h , 
Wheelchair Access
Venue: Locale

Business
Know your legal obligations to stay in 
accordance with the law to create a 
positive work environment.
Date and time: February 29, 9.30 -
10.30am
Suitable for Adults

Understanding changes to 
employment laws

Hyper Fest

Talks & Workshops
Dr Pam Lynch will explore the 
changing definition of pilgrimage: are 
pilgrimages still undertaken? And if so, 
by whom?
Date and time Tuesday, February 06, 
2024
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Suitable for Adults, Seniors
Venue Bullsbrook Public Library
Cost Free, Contact info 9207 8989
programs.library@swan.wa.gov.au

The Changing face 

of pilgrimage



September 2020 1516  February 2024

Installations • Free Quotes • Prompt Service • Affordable Prices

Phone Dave on 0408 095 139
Email: dwchm1@hotmail.com

ABN: 8745 2663979

Hills Custom Gates 
& Automation

Locally owned andoperated

48 Wallaby Way Morangup, WA, Australia 6083

St John WA Morangup provides emergency transport, as well as 
Country Ambulance Cover membership.
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To our valued Advertisers
The Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc is a not-for-profit 

Association run by volunteers.

In this respect we ask you to please inform us if you 
want to cancel your advertising, prior to the third week of 

each month.
 

We do not run a data base and it is extremely hard to 
remember how long each individual business wants to 
advertise for, so please accept apologies if we have 

continued beyond your booking date.
Would you like to advertise in 

the Gidgegram? It’s easy, log in to:

Groups> Gidgegannup Agricultural Society 
> download the Advertising Info Sheet 

Due to changes in telephone services and NBN connections, many people have cancelled their landlines. 
If your details have changed please send new details to ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au to ensure the community 

numbers list on the back page of the Gidgegram can be updated.

Don't forget to update Community Numbers

Gidgegannup 
Community Church 

SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services  

Sunday 9.30am

Anglican – Ministers from 

The Church of Ascension in Midland.

Uniting Church  – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome 
to our services.

31 Mayo Rd, Gidgegannup 

(near Noble Falls). 

www.cherithgrove.com.au

Organic Olive Oil 
Sales

9574 6424

• •
• •

Loo� forwar� t� seein� yo�!
Saturday 9am - 3pm, -Sunday 9am - 3pm 

Opening hours------ ------

New Chef--------- ---------

Bookings preferred to avoid disappointment
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS

POLICE EMERGENCIES...........................................................................000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333
POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444
CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000

CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267
Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317
Bushfire Recovery Team ...................................................0438 242 356
bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au
Total Movement and Harvest Bans.............................................9267 9326

FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East
Sean Corbin.....................................................................................0427 999 856 
Callum McCrudden....................................................................0427 194 003
Alisdair McCrudden...................................................................0407 194 261 
 Shane Attwood............................................................................0419 961 749
Suzanne Taylor............................................................................0419 195 934
Mike Edwards.............................................................................0417 905 150
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
Justin Skewes (Capt).....................................................................0439 938 133
Mark Smith...................................................................................0411 718 348
Steve Donnison.............................................................................0409 084 087
Jason Kingston..............................................................................0402 827 122

MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: ...........................................................................0418 741 971
Email: morangup.subcentre@stjohnwa.com.au    
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Monday and Wednesdays 8am - 4pm.

GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE 
2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am –6pm ....................6147 6030

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President, Gordon Caine............................................................0403 056 019
Snr Vice President Phillip Corbin..........................................9574 6071
Jnr Vice President Marcus Hemsted...........................................0439 848 042
Secretary Julie Aizlewood........................................................0409 746 991
A/H Secretary .................................Email secretary@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Treasurer Collin Messervy.................treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Groundspace Helen Shalders.............. groundspace@gidgeagsociety.com.au
Gidgegram: Sandra Harms..sandrafayeharms@gmail.com........0429 086 253  

BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS  City of Swan..........9267 9321

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB
Peta Coombs    bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com............0407 551 396

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Sally Block Chairperson.............................................................0418 928 549
EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP
Jennifer Kent...............................................................................0412 953 512
Penny Morgan Secretary............................................................0427 747 210
GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE
www.gidgegannup.info - Email: admin@gidgegannup.info
President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707

WARD COUNCILLORS
Cr. Charlie Zannino.......0412 788 817... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
No.  2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140
       3875 Ian Symington............................................................0428 918 100
       8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320
       6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192
      
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Toni Carson........................................................................................9574 6014

CWA GIDGEGANNUP
President - Jenny .........................................................................0428 722 056
Vice President - Lorraine ............................................................0439 906 696
Secretary - Maureen .................................................................... 041 787 1522
Terrianne - Community Coordinator......................................... 0435 394 157

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karoll.....................................................................................0408 884 490

GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Mike Blackie .............................................................. 0447 835 938
Vice President Paul Carroll.........................................................
Secretary Carrie Stewart.............................................................. 0409 108 046
Bookings .....................................................email info@gidgerecclub.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Nathan van Beek ...................................................... 0418 748 232
e president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au
w http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net

FOOTBALL CLUB
President Peter Whife...............................................................0428 747 128
GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667
President Hayley Atwill.............................................................0437 688 037
Secretary Amy Tomerini...........................................................0438 561 914

GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB
All enquiries..................................................…..gidgebasketball@gmail.com
PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION
Paul Carroll President.......................................................................9574 6601 

SQUARE DANCING
Gordon & Esme Caine..................................................................0403 056 019

GIDGEGANNUP MEN'S SHED
Bruce Williams – President........................................................ 0417 968 590 
president@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Kevin Bamkin – Vice President ....milling@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Andrew Simpson – Treasurer...................................................... 0417 152 202 
treasurer@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au
Christine Jensen – Secretary, secretary@gidgegannupmensshed.org.au

GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP...............gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Larissa Dundon ...........................................0407 471 400

GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP
Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242

VETERINARY SURGEON
Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262

WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth.................................................9478 3384 

GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB
President Jan Lawrie........0402 760 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Kellie McCrum....0437 886 014 ....gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN
President, Tracey Dow...................…...……………....................0412 778 343
Secretary, Sonia Laidley...............……………....................……0413 242 981

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB
President -  Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403   or   0407 089 056
Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907

RETHINK EASTLINK
Dr Jennifer Albert .......................................................................0423 181 401

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Chairperson: - Daryl Cooper............................ chair@morangupmpa.com.au
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby... lcarnaby@ymail.com...........................0472 975 593
www.morangupmpa.com.au

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com     
Secretary- Sharon Gamble .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President John Morrell..................................................................0409 575 948
Treasurer Sam Earl.........................................................................0491 273 194
Secretary Gabrielle Elkins.............................................................08 9572 9020

WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS
President Brad Andrews .............................................................0411 698 935 
Secretary Tina Sheehan ...............................................................0413 325 658 

AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group 
Gary Edwards, President............................................................... 0409 116 688

To update details 
email: sandrafayeharms@gmail.com



20 February 2024

Applicant’s Name:………………………………………………………...

Spouse/Partner Name: ………………………………………………..…

Postal Address:………………………………………………………...….

……………………………………………………..............................…….

Email:………………………………………………….....………………. 

"

Children attending Primary & Secondary 
schools are included in Family Membership.

Child 1 - Name & Date of Birth:…………………………………………

Child 2 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

Child 3 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

(If necessary, attach additional Family Members separately.)

Membership fees:   Family :   $30.00        Single:   $15.00

Applications for Membership will be considered at the next 
Committee Meeting of the Society

Please forward your completed form and subscription to:

The Treasurer, Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc.,

PO Box 22, Gidgegannup WA, 6083

Email: treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au

For EFT payment on line: 

BSB: 633108  ACCT: 120250147  Reference: Your Name.

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

Please underline here: SINGLE or FAMILY membership then complete as necessary.

Members 
receive 

FREE Entry
 to the 

Gidge Show

Toby Bryson’s winning Goat                             Children’s favourite Lego table                                         Whimsical edible entry                    

Amazing floral exhibits           

Gidgegannup Produce
Gidge Grog
Vibe Gidgegannup
Gidgegannup Newsagency 
Northbridge Brewing
Museum of Pubs
Noble Falls Tavern
Gidgegannup Bakery and Café
The Camfield
Redtails
Hills Seafood
Stockfeed West - Sawyers Valley
Toyworld - Midvale
Bike Stable – Sawyers Valley
Dingo Brewery - Midvale
Garbin Estate
Red Dot 

Thanks to our SPONSORS 

CWA Gidgegannup

Dandalee Park Stud

Dyson Jones

Gidge Rural

Gidge Rec Club

Jessica Shaw MLA

L&N Dahl

Midland Towbars

Mrs Esme Caine

Mrs Jan Burgess

Okeland Communities

Peter Stannard Family

Steve & Kay Williamson

Simon & Vicki Hamersley

Silverback Farms

Wayne Best Livestock Transport

West Coast Trailer Parts
Dingo Brewing
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