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Gidgegannup Agricultural Society News
With April upon us the
Agricultural Society has
cranked up for the year
ahead.
Each year the Society holds a 'Welcome &
Farewell' dinner to recognise the
contributions made by departing
Committee Members and to welcome
new members to the Committee.
Last year many of the Committee
suffered personal family or health issues.
Absent from our dinner were outgoing
members, Julie DeVita (Secretary) and
Pat Harding (Publicity Officer). On
behalf of the Society and Members we
wish them well and hope to see them
back to their best in the near future.
We welcome two new Members to the
Committee being Shelley Williams
(Secretary) and Peter Baudinette

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society’s Welcome & Farewell Dinner 2018 held at Lake Charlotte.

(Committee Member) both of whom are
keen and enthusiastic.
We are fortunate in that a number have
people have offered to assist around show
time and for that we are most thankful.
However, there are never enough

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:................................................................................................................................................
Spouse's Name: ...............................................................................................................................
Address:............................................................................................................................................
Children attending Primary & Secondary schools are included in Family Membership.
Child's Name:.........................................................

Child's Name:..........................................

Child's Name: .......................................................

Child's Name:...........................................

Membership fees: ( please indicate)

Family $20.00

Single $15.00

Please forward your completed form and subscription to:
The Secretary: Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc.
PO Box 22, Gidgegannup Western Australia 6083.
Pay Online: Acct name: Gidgegannup Agricultural Society
BSB: 633108 Account: 120250147 Reference: Your name

Anyone can join the
Agricultural Society you
do not need to be a resident
of Gidgegannup

Interested Show Helpers
very welcome!
helpers. Anyone who can offer a bit of
time and assistance is most welcome.
Please contact:
Valerie (Chief Hall Steward)
Email: valerieforrest012@gmail.com
Phone: 9274 1823 or
Shelley (Secretary)
Email:
secretary@gidgeagsociety.com.au,
Phone: 9574 6620
For those who may not be aware, this
Gidgegram, in addition to the normal
letter box delivery is now posted each
month on the community web site at:
gidgegannup.info
Colin Metcalf
(President – GidgegannupAgricultural
Society)

Your receipt will be forwarded with this year's Show Schedule and Membership Badge(s).
Although every effort to remain totally impartial, the Editor and the individual members of the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society (The Publisher) cannot be made responsible for comments and opinions voiced in letters received.

Gidgegram May 2018: Deadline Thursday 18th April 2018 - Distribution 25th April 2018
Email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au OR hand it in to Gidge Newsagency to put in box for collection.

CLASSIFIEDS

STRAW Huge 8ft x 4ft Bales
equivalent to 35 small bales.
Garden Mulch, water saving and weed suppression
Also some suitable for animal bedding, Horse etc.
$70 pick up - Delivery extra.
Phone 9572 9066 or Mobile 0417 991 302

Local Beauty Therapist
Waxing | Tinting | Mani | Pedi
Child Friendly | Flexible Hours
08 9572 9712
www.facebook.com/thewaxecutioner

General yoga class recommences Wednesday 2nd May, 7 pm.
New - Yoga for Seniors, from a chair!
Tuesdays 10am, 1st May, collect info from Dallis.
Conditions apply
Phone: 0439 326 624

AVS Services

We can fix your farm equipment
Experts in fixing farm machinery,
lineboring, precision machining,
earthmoving, site works and field
services. *Free quotes.

Adrian South - 0429 991 927
www.avsservices.com.au

Gidgegannup Garden & Property
Maintenance
RURAL & DOMESTIC
General Garden Clean-ups
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Propagation of Native Plants
Gutter and Water Tank Cleaning

Ross Rudeforth
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Assoc. Dip. Ag.

Phone/Fax: 9574

6263

Gidgegannup Recreation Club News
In the last couple of months has seen busy and exciting times for
the recreation club. Firstly we would like to congratulate Alan
Lockwood who was recognized for his years of service to the
community on Saturday night when the original club building
was named ‘The Alan Lockwood Pavillion’.

Gidgegannup Recreation along with the City of Swan, are
in the early stages of commissioning art work for the recreation
club. We have now chosen the site for the art work. The next
stage will see consultation with the local community and the
children from Gidgegannup Primary School.

Thank you to the community for supporting the free movie
night on the 10th March after it was postponed the week before
due to the strong winds.
Thursday 14th March saw a very successful Speed Business
Showcase and networking Sundowner held by the Mundaring
Chamber of Commerce. It was great to see all the support for
local businesses.

Gidgegannup Football Club
Home game Sunday 15th April 2pm
The club will commence its season with a home game at Percy
Cullen Oval on Sunday 15th April at 2pm.

As the 2018 season of footy tipping gets underway we wish all
those who entered good luck and may your team picks be
winners.

Remember you need to be at the recreation club on the Friday
night to claim your prize when you win the Members' draw.
Bar is open Fridays: 23rd March
13th April
27th April
We will be opening bar every Friday night during the footy
season so stay tuned for the beginning of week bar openings.

QUIZ NIGHT Saturday 16th June
Our annual our Quiz Night will be held on Saturday the 16th
June at the Gidgegannup Recreation Centre function room
6.30pm entry $10 per person table bookings contact Alan
Lockwood on 9574 7104.

40th Season Celebration Saturday 30th June
The club is celebrating its 40th season in the hills competition
and will be holding a function on Saturday 30th after a home
game against Chidlow FC. The club would like to invite any ex
players and supporters to attend this event for more info contact
Peter Whife on 0428 747 128.

SWAP MEET
Sunday April 8th
at Percy Cullen Oval
Sellers $10 - 7am

Buyers $2 - 8am

Contact Allan on 9574 7104

Are you prepared for an emergency?

ANZAC Service at
Gidgegannup Primary
School
Gidgegannup Primary School will be
holding their ANZAC Service on
Wednesday May 2 at 10am as ANZAC
Day this year falls within the last week of
the school holidays.
This will be a significant year for the
ANZAC commemorations as it is 100
years since the end of World War 1.
Gidgegannup Primary has their service
open to the local community with the
Mundaring RSL in attendance. The
school are also working closely with the
CWA for preparations for this year's
commemorations.
Anyone who wishes to attend the
ANZAC Service can call the school on
9578 4000.

Red Cross Rediplan is all about practical
ways of preparing for an emergency.
The Red Cross Emergency Services team
are actively working with the City of
Swan to prepare communities at risk of
experiencing an emergency such as
bushfire or storms. We know that many
people feel that they already know what
to do, however we know from good
research that if people have prepared
well, they cope much better after an
emergency.
Emergencies can often have negative
effects on health, they upset routines,
and in many cases they can lead to
significant financial burden.
Preparedness is about “Protecting the
life you value living”. Preparedness is
building the knowledge and skills to
reduce the disruption caused by an
emergency and the need to rely heavily
on external support services.
Preparedness can help reduce the
impacts of emergencies and help
support the recovery process. People
who prepare are more likely to cope.
Red Cross RediPlan works through an
easy-to-follow set of actions to help plan
for emergencies, grouped into four (4)
simple steps:
• Get in the Know - know which
agencies provide information during
an emergency and assist with
recovery;
• Get Connected - get to know your
neighbours and the local community;
• Get Organised - plan where to keep
your personal documents, photos
and precious memorabilia; and
• Get Packing - pack an emergency kit
with the essentials and your special
items.

What we do:
• Present a 1.5 hour Rediplan Session
free of charge for groups of around 5
to 30 people at a time that is
convenient to your group (day or
evening);
• Provide all materials, including a copy
of the Rediplan booklet for each
adult/family/couple;
• During the session, we help people to
think about the importance of
planning for emergencies – questions
such as what do you take with you if
you are leaving home in an
emergency. What does everyone in
your household need to take? It's
important to remember that people
can be affected by emergencies in
many ways without being directly
impacted by a disaster such as fire.
For example, we might have to
evacuate and be unable to get back
home for a few days;
• Follow up the session with a cup of
tea so that people can socialise and
discuss preparing with others.
Red Cross Emergency Services are
wishing to engage Gidgegannup
Community Groups to hold Rediplan
sessions within the Gidgegannup area.

For further information contact
Lavinas Dyson on 0448 713 604
or email
wapreparedness@redcross.org.au

CWA Gidgegannup Branch
Gidgegannup CWA celebrated their 65th
birthday recently with a beautiful luncheon
at our hall. Our celebration was very
enjoyable and the hall was packed with
CWA members from far and wide. Some of
our members were reacquainted with ladies
they hadn't seen for a long time and thoroughly enjoyed
catching up with each other.
Our members all contributed to the luncheon by cooking
delicious food for everyone to feast on. We also indulged in a
decadent chocolate birthday cake which tasted delish and we
all loved it!
Rod Henderson, Councillor from City of Swan, joined us for
lunch and it was wonderful having a chat to him.
In other news, the CWA will be holding a Crafter's Day and
Exhibition on 20th to 21st April at Bassendean Church of
Christ ( 4 Ivanhoe Street, Bassendean ). We would love to see
lots of faces - everyone is most welcome to come and see some
beautiful handiwork and say hello.

65th Birthday celebrations

ANZAC Day is a poignant reminder of lives lost, battles
fought and sacrifices made. The freedom we appreciate today
is attributable to those brave men and women who fought for
our country. Often when we think of the ANZAC's, we think of
mateship. With this in mind, the CWA along with
Gidgegannup Primary School, are excited to join together to
commemorate this year's ANZAC Day by filling our town
with poppies.
The CWA ladies have been invited to the primary school to
bake ANZAC biscuits with the students. Along with this, the
school is fortunate to have representatives from ANZAC
House visiting them to speak about the meaning of ANZAC
Day and the importance of why we remember those fallen. The
students will then be writing stories about ANZAC Day in
their own words and these will be displayed around town. We
encourage everyone to enjoy this wonderful tribute and spend
a few minutes reading these stories written from our children's
perspectives.
You will start to see poppies 'popping' up around town from
early April. The CWA have been busy knitting red poppies to
commemorate the soldiers and purple poppies in honour of
the horses that served. Gidgegannup Primary School students
will be making paper poppies and these, along with the knitted
blooms, will 'pop' up in store windows and around the village.
The annual ANZAC ceremony held by the primary school is
taking place on 2nd May. The CWA have been invited to
attend and we will be laying a wreath made out of native flora.
You're invited to join in this spectacular tribute and immerse
yourself in the spirit of the ANZAC's by taking time to stop,
read the students' stories and enjoy the sight of all the beautiful
poppies in our village.
If you have any queries please don't hesitate to call us.
Lorraine – 9574 6335 or 043990669
Terrianne - 0435394157

Gidge Gossips
So much happening in Gidge and worth checking out the
Community facebook page to keep up to date. A great source
of information and advice as well.
Footy season starting as well and we will all be barracking for
the mighty Bulldogs but spare a thought for the AFL. My
tipping is not going so well at the moment, but Round 1 is
early days. Needless to say I have not tipped the West Coast
teams – but surprises do happen.
End of March and Easter approaching, this is where we get to
the depths of feeding the livestock. Summer feed has gone
and it is flat out. My cows and there are only 28 lowlines get
through a 5 ft roll overnight, when according to units of
protein that should last 3 days. Do you think that lot have
heard of units of protein? Horses are much more civilised.
Half a bale a day plus their hard feed. It is difficult to get
feeding right but really it is looking at their condition score.
Bad year for weeds with summer rain and they really need to
be kept under control or there is a real problem. The City has
been really helpful on this but their resources only go so far.
Report really bad infestations, and this year we are targeting
cotton bush. If you have this on your property, pull it up, use
gloves – a bit late now but can always be sprayed with
glyphosphate, do yourself and your neighbour a good turn.

And now the joke...
A city guy Donovan was driving his Mercedes down a
country road when his car broke down next to a field filled
with cows. Donovan got out and although he knows nothing
about cars, started poking around under the hood.
One of the cows walked over to the fence, leaned over, looked
at the engine and said, “I think the problem's in your valve
rocker shaft.”
Donovan nearly jumped out of his skin, and ran off to the
nearest farmhouse. When he got there he banged with fear
on the door.
The farmer opened the door, and Donovan screamed “A cow
just told me how to fix my car!” as he pointed towards the
field.
The farmer looked over to the field and asked, “Was it a big
yellow cow?”
“Yes! Yes!” said Donovan.
The farmer asked, “Did she have a big black spot next to her
ear?”
Donovan yelled, “Yes! Yes! That's the one!”
The farmer sighed in exasperation. “That damn fool Betty,”
he said. “Don't listen to her. She knows nothing about cars.”
Don't eat too may Easter Eggs, but have a great time.

Easter is approaching and hopefully the break in the season.
We used to have a wonderful character living in Gidge called
Charlie Miles and he was always game to predict this with a
close challenge from John Cory.
Speaking of which look forward to the opening of the Medical
Centre in Gidge.
Toodyay Road is progressing at the rate of knots, let's hope it
continues.
The GPA is in there pushing roads and
telecommunications, what would we do without them!
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WINDOW CLEANING
Window Cleaning
Tracks, Frames and
Flyscreens

Phone:

0467 282 127

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Next meetings: 16th April, 15th May 2018 at 7.30pm at the Agricultural Hall
TELECOMMUNICATIONS:
We have now heard from NBN that they and their team will
soon start consulting on a new proposal to deliver nbn Fixed
Wireless service to approximately 160 premises in parts of
Bailup and Gidgegannup.In order to consult with the
community, they will be hosting a Community Information
Session (CIS) at the Gidgegannup Agricultural Hall at the
Showgrounds
The Community Information Session (CIS) will be widely
advertised with nbn inviting local residents by direct mail
and placing a public notice in the Hills Gazette and the
Gidgegram. The GPA will post the meeting details on the
Community website and face book page.
This tower will greatly benefit residents east of the townsite
and it is clear from the Communications Forum and the
meeting that residents in this area are severely impacted.
Telstra have now sent through an information Power Point on
equipment and contact details.
This is available on the Community face book page and the
website www.gidgegannup.info
Members noted that they had noticed an improved mobile
signal over the past 2/3 weeks. We had reported to Telstra that
the townsite tower did not appear to be working very well.
Mobile Blackspot tower in Reen Road could be May/June.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995 – REVIEW
The GPA have put a submission in as have several members
and residents. When Phase 2 consultation is announced we
will publish the information.
240 submissions have been received, 171 on line.
https://www.dlgc.wa.gov.au/LegislationCompliance/Pages/L
GA-Review-Submissions.aspx
TOODYAY ROAD – REEN/STONEVILLE ROADS,
O'BRIEN/ROLAND ROADS INTERSECTIONS:
Latest news: Stoneville Road at Toodyay Road is now closed
until 6th April, 2018. Detours are planned via Lakeview
Drive and Country Road.
Speed restrictions and traffic management remain in place on
Toodyay Road and side roads. Road users are encouraged to
observe all signage.
Concern expressed re. deceleration lane into Stoneville Road
travelling west From Gidgegannup. Committee member has
met with Main Roads and has been sent the latest drawings.
Query as to whether Reen Road intersection would provide
better vision to the East when exiting Reen Road, when
completed. Main Roads have confirmed that will be the case.

MRI SERVICES AT MIDLAND HOSPITAL
A Senate Inquiry has slammed the Liberals' record on
Medicare MRI licences, finding that the Government's
inaction could have deadly consequences.
MRI scans are used to detect and diagnose conditions that
affect soft tissue, such as tumours, but only attract a Medicare
rebate if they are performed on an eligible MRI machine.
Under Malcolm Turnbull, access to Medicare MRI scans has
become a lottery of location.
The Liberals have granted just four MRI licences in more
than four years in office – including two in marginal
electorates during the 2016 campaign. There has been no
opportunity for other communities to apply for a licence.
As a result, the Committee found that people were struggling
to access Medicare MRI scans around Australia, such as in:
· Queensland - northern Brisbane, Morayfield and
Caboolture, Redcliffe and Sunshine Coast, Toowoomba,
Wide Bay, Gladstone and Emerald, and regional
Queensland in general;
· New South Wales - northern beaches of Sydney, western
Sydney, northern New South Wales and Cessnock;
· Victoria - western Melbourne; and
· Western Australia - Kalgoorlie, Pilbara and areas north of
Geraldton.

GPA report continued

The Committee's top recommendation is for the Government
to “immediately implement an application process with clear,
objective and transparent assessment criteria to permit hospitals and
radiology practices to apply for licences for Magnetic Resonance
Imaging machines”.
The Health Minister's own Department told the Committee
that the last Labor Government ran such MRI licence rounds
regularly – including in 2012, when Labor granted 225 full
and partial MRI licences around Australia. Labor's
investment meant that more communities could access early
detection and diagnosis of disease.
But the Liberals' failure to follow Labor's lead could have
deadly consequences, with the Committee saying it was
“particularly concerned by reports that children are being subjected
to the radiation of CT scans due to issues associated with the
accessibility of MRI machines”.
This followed evidence from Children's Healthcare
Australasia that for every 1,000 CT scans a new case of cancer
is created in an Australian child.
Noted that Ken Wyatt MP was treating the procurement of an
MRI Licence for Midland as an election issue.
PROPOSED GRAVEL EXTRACTION – 3650 (LOT 556)
TOODYAY ROAD – BAILUP;
It is believed that this should come before the Shire of
Mundaring Council in June
G.WEST GIDGEGANNUP FIRE STATION;
GPA have written to City re. the delays to this project and
been advised: The City are working with the Brigade and
confirms that this project has been given high priority and is
being progressed and that the project will be completed as
soon as possible.
Cr. Zannino was thanked for his work to get City to appoint a
Project Manager for this project. Cr. Zannino having a
meeting with Beau Algeri and Tony Brine to ask them to keep
him informed of progress. $1.8mn is the Budget for this
project and City receive 15% ($270,000) to manage it. Cr.
Henderson reported that the City expect to have someone on
this full time.
NARROW LEAF COTTONBUSH;The City have
responded to our request that it would cost the City

WATER TRAILERS
Priced from $1800
Higher Spec Models available
Made here in Gidgegannup
Suitable for
• Fire Fighting
• Gutter Cleaning
• Stock Water
• Tree Watering etc
Brian 0427

929 680

approximately $50000 per year to control Cotton Bush on
their land and that they would either have to raise rates or not
treat weeds that have a high priority. They believe that a
community education programme to make people aware of
the issue and encourage voluntary treatment may be an
alternative.
To see if public awareness of this weed can be promoted at the
Small Farm Field Day. A member has reported a large area of
this weed on Toodyay Road. This will be reported to the City.
WATER TANK PROGRAMME;
Permission is being sought from Main Roads to place tanks at
the Berry/Toodyay Road intersection and in the layby on
Toodyay Road north of Toodyay Road between Country and
Stoneville Roads. A meeting has been organised with Main
Roads.
Main Roads have agreed to two sites for these tanks. Main
Roads will include the pads in their road works. Tanks will
be provided by private funding.
HANSONS PROPOSED EXTENSION;
City has granted a two week extension for public comment on
this Development Application.
Note documents have been taken off site – request sent for
their reinstatement.
Stephen Morris spoke regarding the EPA and Ministerial
approvals. These approvals had been based on the Boral
PER and documentation which are nearly 10 years old. Boral
had 5 years to act after the final approval and Hanson sought
an extension.
This approval was over the entire 8 blocks
Hanson have purchased only part of this and cannot complete
the environmental requirements in the approvals. Dust
suppression was with water from a pit that is no longer on
their property. They plan to put a haulage road through part
of the land that was to be set aside as a wildlife corridor
between Hanson's and Boral's former property. This area
will also include fire breaks. The proposal has changed
substantially since the EPA and Ministerial approvals and we
feel needs to go back to the EPA and Minister for new
conditions to be imposed on the proposed extension.
The present stock piles on the existing Hanson site are
extremely high and in proximity to the Toodyay Road. Dust
control is a problem and a white residue is deposited on the
Road, which becomes slippery when wet. Any new area
should have stock piles well away from the Toodyay Road and
with a height limit.
The proposed internal haulage road needs to be constructed
prior to truck movements off the site, as the proposed new
entry/exit for 5 years comes out opposite the Bells Quarry site
and on a section of the Road just after the double lanes. Line
of sight is not good and this is not a very good place to have
such an entry/exit. Midland Brick have had to move their
proposed entry/exit site for Clay extraction opposite as the
requirements for road upgrade from Main Roads were
prohibitive.
Query also raised about 50 year mine life.
controlled by a 10 year extractive licence.

This should be

GPA report continued

PERTH AND PEEL@ 3.5 Million – UPDATED LINK FOR
DOCUMENTS
The final Perth and Peel@3.5million suite of strategic land use
planning and infrastructure documents have been released by the
State Government.
Electronic copies of the documents are available at
www.planning.wa.gov.au/3.5million
If you have any queries about proposals within the Central,
North-West, North-East or South Metropolitan Peel subregional planning frameworks, email
3.5million@planning.wa.gov.au
or contact the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage on
6551 9000. Please advise the Customer Services officer which
framework your query relates to so they are able to direct you to the
appropriate planning officer.
NEXT MEETING; - The next Meeting will be held at 7.30pm
on 16th April, 2018.
JESSICA SHAW MLA WILL BE ATTENDING
THIS MEETING

EVERYONE WELCOME
EASTER MORNING – DAWN SERVICE
6.00 – 6.15
Sunday 1st April
Slater's place
2510 Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup (drive up to the top
of the hill)
Short service followed by an Easter egg hunt for children
and chocoholics and hot cross buns and tea/coffee
Come and celebrate Jesus Christ's resurrection
(This service will be in place of the normal 9.30 am
service at the church)

Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills

experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au
www.gidgegannup.info
SFFD 2018 – Sunday, 27th May 2018: Note the date. This
will be our eleventh Field Day, which is pretty good. Look
forward to an amazing day. Sabrina Hahn will be our key
speaker.
All the entertainment is booked and we are now accepting
applications for sites. Our Application forms are on line at
www.gidgegannup.info
Hard copies available at Gidge Newsagents
If you wish to book a space please get your application in as
soon as possible.
Apologies to those we have not sent invoices/receipts to. We
are working on it but demand has been so great this year.
This year we have again the Alpaca Association Show starting
on 26th May, 2018, also the Mounted Games Association
games over the two days.
The SFFD starts on the Sunday to an amazing selection of
talks and demos. The Slow Food Movement will be holding
their lunch again with tastings, local producers, disco soup.
This year up by the Landcare building we needed more space.
The Wood Turners are turning out in force this year. A
fascinating hobby so come along and see what it has to offer
you.

MUNDARING LITTLE LOADS
(formerly Mundaring Landscape Supplies)

DELIVERING TO
GIDGEGANNUP AND MORANGUP
Suppliers of sand, cement,
garden soils, mulches, vegi-mix, sleepers,
slabs etc.
NEW PHONE NUMBER:

9295 2666
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NEW NAME, NEW NUMBER, SAME FRIENDLY SERVICE

MOBILE: 0409 574 633

A huge amount of exhibitors with a great quantity of
agricultural machinery.
Plenty for the kids as well.
Programme in May Gidgegram

Support Local Businesses

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083

Toodyay
Timber
Flooring

Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating

& 0447 986 289
Free Quotes - Quality Workmanship

Kinesiology can improve many health issues including:
• Stress & anxiety
• Physical pain & injuries
• Phobias & fears
• Tiredness & low energy
• Learning difficulties
• Nutritional & allergy issues

• Hormonal issues
• Weight loss
• Skin problems
• Emotional issues
• Depression
• Addictions

Support Local Businesses
Solar Powered Gate Openers

• Electric locks • Wireless keypads and exit buttons

MINISTER FOR AGED CARE / MINISTER FOR INDIGENOUS HEALTH

The Hon Ken Wyatt AM, MP
Excerpts from a Speech given at My Senior Gap Year book launch 5pm, Tuesday 20 March, 2018 Mercado Bar East Kings Square Perth
These days, Australians are living longer, more active lives. We're living longer
because our health is better - we have access to better treatments and medicines.
Older Australians are more independent than ever and are loving life.
This essentially means that we are living an extended middle age, not an extended old
age. There is no set age when frailty sets in. For most of us, this will not occur until
we're 80 years or even later.
As our lives get longer, the financial implications may mean that we need to extend our
working lives. I personally believe that more and more people will want to work in some
capacity into their 70s or beyond.
And this is why I find this book so appealing - it's the perfect illustration of what I think
many senior Australians should be doing.
Pressing the pause button on our working lives, not the stop button.
I strongly believe we should consider a seniors' gap year, made available for
employees in the lead up to the traditional retirement age.
As Chris says in his book, teenagers have done this for decades and why should they
have all the fun?
A gap year could allow older people to map out their future while maintaining job
security. Right now, people who finish full time work in their 60s can expect to live for at
least 20 years post retirement. The question is: what do we do for those years?
A gap year is a fantastic opportunity to take some time away from work - after all, by
the time we hit our 60s, surely we've earned it - and know that we have the security to
decide what our working future looks like when we are done.
The gap year concept formed as I visited men's sheds and during forums I've held with
seniors, where people have told me they regretted retiring.
Some say their reasons are financial but many of their concerns are centred on selfworth and boredom. Some have told me they're trying to get back into the workforce,
but are being told they're "too experienced" or "overqualified".
This idea is not about forcing businesses to continue employing older workers but
about working together on the great opportunities for us to rethink the value of senior
Australians, who still have so much to offer.
We already have leave in other forms - long service leave, annual leave, etc - and
people take these and they are reinvigorated. Before people retire, it would be good to
see the talented individuals we have in every workplace retained so that companies,
service sectors and industry can continue to grow - because when we let people out of
the workforce, we lose some incredible skills that have been accumulated over 60
years-plus. As was mentioned, I actually took my "gap year" early. After working as a

Author Chris Herrmann and Ken Wyatt AM, MP
teacher, then in senior management roles in indigenous health in both the Western
Australian and New South Wales governments, I decided to take a year out after I
turned 50.
During those 12 months I was able to read a lot, rejuvenate and consider my options,
and that's when I decided to take my career in a new direction, in politics.
That said, I think I'll eventually need another gap year because I'm hoping to continue
living life to the full, for a long time to come.
Gap years can prove to be life-changing in many ways.
I was particularly struck by the story Chris recounts about travelling through remote
Australia. He saw perfectly good bed linen being discarded from mining camps - and
therein, an opportunity to make a difference.
Working with Rotary International, Chris was able to identify a number of charities who
could benefit from this. The end result was that more than 126 pallets of sheets, worth
about a quarter of a million dollars, were given to charities so they could help the needy.
So you see, Chris' gap year not only changed his life but the lives of others - for the
better.
I hope this book inspires people to take the plunge and consider their own senior gap
year.

Is your Air Conditioner making you Sick?
Did you know
Split Air Conditioners
must be professionally cleaned
at least every 12 months?

SplitSystem
Clean
10% Discount for local residents

Clean the air you breathe

Contact Split System Clean on 9572

9255

or email jmills@splitsystemclean.com.au. Web: splitsystemclean.com.au

WILDFLOWER
SOCIETY OF WA (INC)
EASTERN HILLS BRANCH

Wildflower Society of W.A. (Inc.)
Eastern Hills Branch
April
There will be NO Friday evening meeting at the end
of April due to a public holiday clash.
Instead
SATURDAY
12th APRIL 10am to 12 noon
Sara Price will be holding a workshop on the care and
maintenance of your garden tools.
Morning tea will be provided as well as a take-home
care kit.
Venue - Octagonal Hall, McGlew Rd., Glen Forrest
Visitors welcome. The usual $2 door fee applies.
RSVP's necessary to 9294 1044 or to our new branch
email address

easternhillswildflowers@yahoo.com.au

Gidgegannup
Square Dance Club
We have the year worked out with some great dances organised
through the year.
When you see them advertised come along and join in the fun for
the night.
We will be dancing every second and fourth Saturday of every
month at the Showgrounds Hall in Gidgegannup.
Everyone is welcome to join in.....
Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!!!
For more info please contact us on 95746054 or 95746071

AGLOW Gidgegannup
Will be meeting on the first Thursday of every month at 10am.
Aglow International is a multicultural, interdenominational
organisation of Christian women, and now men, in over 170
nations.
Everybody is welcome, unconditionally.
We want to encourage and bless the people of the Gidgegannup
area, so please come and meet new friends.
Enquiries: Lyn James 9574 6450 or Pam Randall 9295 1916.

CWA Gidgegannup Branch

Country Women's Association meets every Wednesday
at the CWA Hall, Gidge Showgrounds from 10am.
Come along and have a good time with a great
bunch of local ladies. Transport can be arranged.
Homemade crafts for sale very Wednesday
from 10am till 2pm.
For more details, please phone.
President: Terrianne 0435 394 157

Cherith Grove
Café

Organic
Olive Oil
Sales

Functions / weddings / picnic hampers

NEW MENU
Modern Australian A-la-Carte
Gold Plate Chef
Bookings

BYO

9574 6424
Lot 122 Mayo Road
(near Noble Falls)
Gidgegannup

Opening Hours
Fri 10am-10pm - Bookings only
Sat 10am - 10pm
Sun 11am-4pm

www.cherithgrove.com.au

Hills Sparkling
Pool Care

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society welcomes new members

Dear Principal
I wandered lonely as a cloud
Sniffing at all the lovely lunch time
spills,
Because off my lead I am allowed
At Gidgie school (up in the hills)
Along the walkways, near the slide,
In the sandpits, And by and by….
The urge arrives-a twinkle pee
And later on, a stinky poo
What lovely sand for my wee
And cool cement for my other do
Then I run off, under the trees
Playing and woofing at the breeze.
Before I came to visit school
My owner had a bag on the lead
And I thought that was the rule
Poo goes in bag once I do the deed.
I wonder now who cleans it away
Ready for me the very next day?
Your sincerely
Anonymous (a dog)
---------------------o0o-----------------------

Dear Dog
It is the cleaners at Gidgegannup
Primary School who are cleaning away
your poo. The 'cool cement' you refer to
is the walkways outside our classes.
The sand is in the sandpits where the
children play. The rules haven't
changed. Your poo should be put into a
plastic bag by your owner and disposed
of correctly.
Yours sincerely
Gidgegannup Primary School

Gidgegannup
Community Church SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services
Sunday 9.30am
Anglican – Ministers from The Church of Ascension in Midland.
Uniting Church – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome to our services.

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society
welcomes new members

Creative, Professional, Graphic Design - Trademarks
Business Stationery Packaging & Labels
Posters - Leaflets - Catalogues Website Layout
Newsletters
Phone 9572 9061
Sandra Faye Harms
mobile 0429 086 253
Art director / Graphic Artist

ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

Gidgegram

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS
Please email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au with updates, corrections or omissions.
POLICE EMERGENCIES......................................................................000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333
POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444
CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000
RURAL WATCH - Peter Jensen..............................................0402 910 707
CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267
Annique Gray - Rural Place Manager.......................................0409 619 971
Jenna Whistler - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317
Total Movement and Harvest Bans............................................9267 9326
FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East
Sean (Capt) &Phil Corbin..............................................................9574 6071
Vince Pullella..............................................................................0413 492 484
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
General Info and Permits ..............................................................9574 6536
Beau Algeri (Capt).................................................................... 0423 388 299
Neal Pennison ….....................................................………….. 0417 949 916
Mark Smith ...............................................................................0411 718 348
Joe Nistico ................................................……………………. 0439 869 227
TOODYAY STATE EMERGENCY SERVICES
3 Wallaby Way Morangup
Local Manager Jeff Venn ..........................................................0438 490 331
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President, Colin Metcalf................................................................9574 6062
Jnr Vice President Gordon Caine..................................................9574 6054
Secretary Julie De Vita...............................................................0402 063 094
Gloria Metcalf Treasurer ...............................................................9574 6062
Gidgegram Advertising Gloria Metcalf........................................9574 6062
BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS City of Swan..........9267 9321
BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB
Maryanne Turnor........................................................................0428 990 417
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Sally Block Chairperson.................................................................9574 7065
EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP
Jennifer Kent.................................................................................. 9572 9243
Penny Morgan Secretary................................................................9574 7211
GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE:.
www.gidgegannup.info
Email:admin@gidgegannup.info
President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707
WARD COUNCILLORS
Cr. Charlie Zannino........0412 788 817.. charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
No. 2244 John Laurie.................................................................0400 454 555
2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140
3875 Ian Symington.................................................................9574 7295
8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320
6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Len & Jean Baxter...........................................................................9574 7028
Toni Carson......................................................................................9574 6014
CWA GIDGEGANNUP
President - Terrianne.................................................................0435 394 157
Treasurer - Shirley...........................................................................9574 6534
FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karroll.......................................................................................9574 6191
GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Paul Carroll.....................................................................9574 6601
Secretary Kerry Stewart.............................................................0409 108 046
Vice President Augie Vellalonga...............................................0407 776 745
Bookings ............................9574 6483 or email info@gidgerecclub.com.au

JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Peter Baudinette .....................................................0413 804 992
FOOTBALL CLUB
President-Peter Whife ...................................................................0428 747 128
Treasurer-Allan Lockwood............................................................... 9574 7104
Coach-Brett Davis......................................................................... 0419 900 991
GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667
President Jodie Stephenson........................................................0417 092 830
Secretary Gemma Twidle.............................................................0429 373 780
GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB
Registrations – Leisha Massie...................................................... 0448 815 572
President – Christy Docking .....................................................0418 115 650
PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION
Paul Carroll President......................................................................9574 6601
SQUARE DANCING
Gordon & Esme Caine......................................................................9574 6054
GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP
President: Kylie Rehn ................................................................0417 873 136
Vice President: Carmen Wallace.................................................0417 900 370
Secretary: Louise Vanderzanden.............................................. 0408 928 940
GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP
Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242
VETERINARY SURGEON
Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
President: Lee Roberts ..............0466577508 ...lee.roberts205@gmail.com
GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB
President Jan Lawrie........0402 670 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Kristi McVee.........0438 990 422 gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com
GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN
President, Beth Noble…...................…...……………................0419 950 489
Secretary, Krystal Gregorovich….................……………..……0407 493 771
1
GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB
President - Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403 or 0407 089 056
Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907
MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
President: Danielle Wrench
Secretary Geni Brown/Hall Hire........................................9572 9912
www.morangupmpa.com.au
MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com
Secretary- Kim Maddrell .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm
REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President Theo Lawrence....................................................9572 9393
Kylie Burton Treasurer......................................................................9572 9716
WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS
President Steve Payne ...................................................................0419906447
Secretary Mandy Chittick www.wajmcc.com.au .................................0438 935 683
AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group
Web www.ahmag.com.au........................................info@ahmag.com.au
AGLOW GIDGEGANNUP
1st Thursday of the month (except January), 10am at Recreation Hall,
Percy Cullen Oval, Gidgegannup (off Toodyay Road).
Contact............. Lyn James 9574 6450 or Pam Randall .................9295 1916

Please send your new details after AGMs to
Sandra Harms - ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

