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Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc
This year the Society, other Showgrounds User Groups and the City of Swan
has been the target of strong criticism by a section within the community.  Not
only has criticism been directed at the Society as an entity but at individuals
within the organisation.  The latter is totally unacceptable.

Below are some facts that may be unknown or may have been misrepresented
to the wider community and beyond.

History
• On 16 July 1973, being under enormous financial stress, the

Society transferred the land title(s) on which the Showgrounds
stand to the City of Swan for $1.00.

Years later, in agreement with and support from the City of Swan, a Deed of
Trust was added to the Title(s).  The initiative for this Deed of Trust
arrangement commenced under the then Society President Mr G Bowley and
was signed on 21 December 1998 by a later President.
This Deed of Trust effectively means that should the City of Swan wish to do
anything with the land other than for its present use, the land must first be
offered back to the Society for $1.00.

• From before and since the land was sold to the City, the Society
has always tried to make improvements to the Showgrounds, both
for the Society and other ground users.

• The majority of buildings on the Showgrounds were either fully or
partially funded by the Society.  There are quite a few lesser
improvements that go unseen like the showgrounds perimeter
fencing and the arena seating which were both fully funded by the
Society.

• The 3 sectioned ‘Ian Edmeades’ Annex, now jointly used by the
local Scouts, CWA & Ag Society was fully funded by the Society.

• The metal pergola at the rear of the Main Hall was fully funded by
the Society. There is a plaque to the memory of Barry Carvell who
sadly died before completing the job he commenced. 

• The more recent ‘Ian Stannard’ building was fully funded by the
Society and was not constructed using tax-payers money.

• Prior to this year, the last public funding the Society had applied for
or received for building works was the joint venture with the City of
Swan to erect the public toilet block on the south-west side of the
grounds.

• The Society fully funds the production and distribution of this
Gidgegram to the tune of about $13,000 per annum.  That the
‘Gram’s editor has been on the job for some 17 years for very little
reward, is a measure of the ‘volunteering spirit’ within the
community and in particular the Society. 
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Recent
As announced to Members at the Society’s February 2016 AGM, there will be
no free entry to the show this year for school children.  This is because of the
decision by the State Government in 2015 not to continue to fund this
initiative.   However, as the Society has always done, gate fees will be kept to
a minimum.  Adults - $10.00    School Children - $2.00     Members - Free

Also announced at the Society’s February AGM, was that in August 2015, the
Society applied to a Federal Government Department for a $20,000 grant to
place a weather-proof roof over the showgrounds ’Burgo’s Bar’ area.  The
Society pledged to match that amount or more if required.
Although being told a decision on our grant application could be expected in
February this year, it was not until late May was the grant approval received
and a contract signed.

Around that time the Society was informed by City officers that a ’Public
Consultation’ process was required in regard to our renovation concept plan.
That process was carried out by the City and ended on 20th July.  The City then
advised us approval for the project needed to go before the Council monthly
meeting of 17th August.

At time of writing, the Society has been verbally informed that the concept
plan passed through Council and we can now get on with the job. We have now
commenced the process of selecting a contractor to get the job done.  It seems
most unlikely the renovations will be completed before the Show, but if not,
the Society anticipates it will be completed before the end of the year.
The Society appreciates the enormous community support for this
project.  

The Future
Two development suggestions have been proposed that I am aware of: 1). a
bronze statue of a ‘working’ horse over an extended dam and 2) a multi-tiered
grandstand on the arena edge.
For what it is worth, my personal vision to expand facilities at the showgrounds
is for an Arts & Craft Centre surrounded by a wild-flower garden.  However,
nothing is currently on the Ag Society agenda.   Readers may have their own
vision(s).  Anything is possible depending on community support and funding.

Summary
Through its history, the Agricultural Society may have made mistakes.  That is
a matter of opinion. However, it has also done a lot of good and perhaps these
things should also be recognised. 

Show Day Business:
The show exhibit Sections and entry forms have been posted on our web page
at gidgegannup.info  .
The hard copy Show Book is at the printers and should be available at local
outlets in early September.
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Being our 70th Anniversary Show, the Society is attempting to contact as many
past members as possible and will set up a hospitality marquee where they
may renew old acquaintances.    

The local Bush Fire Brigade volunteers man the gates on Show Day.  They will
gladly accept any donations patrons may wish to contribute to their worthy
organisation. 

The Society is currently negotiating the placement of two EFTPOS machines on
show-day so patrons can swipe their cards to pay for entry to the show.
Patrons cannot get cash there.  We are planning for one machine to be
placed at the car-park gate, and the other at the gate opposite the Main Hall.
The machines will be manned by bank officer volunteers – not Society
volunteers.  Hopefully all will run smoothly but it is suggested show-goers have
some cash with them just in case things go amiss at this first try.

As usual the Society is short of helpers for the Show.  Friday 28  th   Oct  , from
when Hall exhibits are accepted for judging, and following the judging is when
we are always short of assistance.
If you be able to help, please contact the Chief Hall Steward, Val Forrest.

PH: 9274 1823      
Mob: 0429 177 886       
Email: valerieforrest012@gmail.com

Should anyone be able to assist in any other way please contact me at
info@gidgeagsoc.com.au

Hope to see you on Saturday, 29th October for our 70th Anniversary Show.

Col Metcalf (President GAS)
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